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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, REUBEN C. MEAD, of
New Hampton, Olanﬂe county, New York,
have 1nvented cer ta,m new and useful Im-
provementsin Locomotive-Pilots, of which the
following 18 a specification.

My mventlon relates to that class of loco-

motive-pilots or track-clearers which are de- |

signed to safely receive and retaln a person
. or animal erossing the track; instead of throw-
ing the same off the track, and my invention
is embodied in an improved form of pilot of
this class, which consists, mainly, of a railed
) & gmrded inclosure, open 1n front and fitted
with an inclined and pivoted bottom or plat-
. form adapted, upon coming in contact with an
animal, to fall and serve to inclose and retain
the same in the receptacle.

" The invention also embodies minor features
of construction, as hereinafter set tforth.

The dmwings annexed present in Figure 1

a longitudinal sectional view of my improved
pilot, shown mounted in the usual position on
the front of a Iocomotwe, and Fig.2 1sa plan
view thereof.

As illustrated, the pilot may be described
as a three-sided box or inclosure, the front
side being removed or open, while the back a

is firmly secured to the front of the locomo-

tive, which, with the two vertical sides b ¢,
rising on either side, thus form a receptacle
or nmrded mclosure as will be readily nnder-
stood The plfmtform or bottom of this recep-
tacle d is pivoted on the axis e¢ at the front
end and bottom of the inclosure, and inclines
- upwardly and backwardly at a considerable
angle, as shown.
The platform is held in the inclined and
~raised position by a weight or spring, f, pret-
erably the latter, which is sufficiently strong
to effectually overcome the weight of the plat-
form and-maintain the same in the position
shown, yet will readily yield to allow the fall
of the pla,tiorm as soon as any extra weight
or pressure is brought to bear thereupon.
g1s a trippin g-bar, which projects out in ad-
vance, as shown, and 1s hinged at » to the
front end of the platform d, and hangs at
about the same angle as the plfmtform project:

| closing sides b ¢, as shown.

This bar is con-
nected at each. side or end by the cords < ¢,
which pass over the rollers & to the back end
of the platform d, so that when the platform
descends the bar g J is raised up in front of the
receptacle, as shown Dby dotted lines, thus
cnarding. the open front thereof.

The action of the device is accordingly thus:
The parts being in the position shown in Fig.
1, should the locomotive advance against any
animal or person on the track, the bar g will
first strike the person at ab011t the ankles,
and thus, tripping him up, cause him to fall
upon the platform d, which, at onceyielding to
the extra weight, f“l;llb to its full extent, where
it 1s held by the Tatch or cateh f, and 'at the
same time raising the bar g up in 'front of the
receptacle, as shown by dotted lines, thus, as
will be observed , safely receiving and preserv-
Ing the person w1thm a railed or guarded in-
closure, from which he may be removed with
probably little injury when the train is stopped.
When the ecatch ! is released the platform d
rises, its movement being limited by the stops
m, the bar ¢ ¢g falls, and the parts again assume
the position for a,ctlon as shown by full lines
in Ifig, 1. The latch 4 may be operated by the
engineer by means ot a cordor rod extending
to the engine-cab, or in any other smtable
way.

It will be readily seen that the 111c,hned
yielding platform, which at once descends un-
der contact with the object collided with, and
acts to safely inclose the same in the recepta-
cle, forms an important feature of my inven.-
tlon, in contradistinetion from the rigid in-
clined bars of the common pilot, which act to
violently deflect the object colhded with, throw-
ing it with great force upwa,rd or mdemse

What I claim as my invention 1s—

1. A life-saving locomotive-pilot formed of
a three-sided receptacle or inclosure provided
with an inclined yielding bottom or platform
adapted to yield and descend under contact
with the object collided with, and act to re-
ceive and refain the said ObJth within the re-
ceptacle or inclosure, Subqtcmtmlly as herein
shown and described.

2. In combination with the three-sided re-

ing out beyond the same and beyond the in- | ceptacle and the inclined or vielding platiorm
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d, the hinged bar g, connected with the mov- | retaining-latch I, substantially as and for the
able end of the platform, and arranged to rise | purpose set forth. |
over the open front of the receptacle on the - , -
lescent of the platform, substantially as here- REUBEN CASH MEAD.
1n set forth. -

e

Witnesses:

3. The combination, with the three-sided re- - H. B. SCHROEDER,
ceptacle and the yielding platform d, of the | GEORGE S. COCK.
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