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IMPROVEMENT IN EAR-MUFFS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 217,768, dated J uly 22, 1879; application filed
| April 15, 1879,

-

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HARRIET B. BONHAM,
of St. Joseph, in the county of Buchanan
and State of Missouri, have invented a new
and valuable Improvement in Ear-Muffs; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
tull, clear, and exact deseription of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawing,
a part of’ this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.

The drawing is a representation of my inven-
tion, showing the front of one of the ear-muffs
and the back of the other. |

The present invention has relation to ear-
muffs formed of a single piece, and adapted to
be attached around and over the ears of the
wearer, and more particularly to that class
knitted or woven from yarn or other similar
material. | -

Previous to my invention the ear-muffs nsao-
ally worn were provided with cords or strings
- for attaching under the chin and over the head
of the wearer. These strings or cords did not
possess the required elasticity to atford com-
fort to the wearer, and when composed of rub-
ber they would soon lose their elastic qualities;
and, further, the cords would tend to irritate
the flesh when drawn very tight under the
chin, making it very uncomfortable wlien mov-
ing the head. | | |

This invention consists of an improved ear-
muff having ear-pieces provided with central
Inside openings, with crocheted binding-edges,
and crocheted head and chin cords crocheted
to the ear-pieces and integral therewith, as
hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawing, A repre-

sents the muffs, of zephyr, Berlin wool, Ger- |

mantown yarn, or other suitable mnaterial that
will possess the required warmth. The muffs
A are crocheted from' the center of the outer
portion, @, and finished around the inside of
the openings to receive the ears, and, if de-
sired, may have a lining, b, of cloth or other
suitable material. |

The muffs are connected with a erocheted
cord, ¢, integral with the muffs, to pass over
~ the head of the wearer, to prevent the danger
of their being lost; also, crocheted cords d d,
also integral with the muffs, one upon each of
them, to fasten under the chin.

LThe cords ¢ d d are themselves crocheted,
and are also crocheted to the ear-pieces A A,

making

of two witnesses.

So that they are integral therewith, and not
liable to become detached therefrom, as when
sewed, and the crocheting of all the parts to-
gether presents a more pleasing appearance
to the eye than when otherwise attached.

The cords ¢ dd, being erocheted, possess the

| required degree of elasticity to adapt the muffs

to be secured to different-sized heads, and also
to prevent any discomfort to the wearer by the
tautness of the cords under the chin. The
crochet-stitch also gives the required elasticity
to the muffs.

The ear-pieces A A are crocheted with cen-
tral openings, o o, for the ears to hold them in
place thereon, and by employing the crochet-
stitch in lieu of knitting, as has heretofore
been employed in the production of an ear-
plece, a continuous binding-edge is given the
opening o without doubling the crochet-stiteh,
and the rubber cord usnally employed around
the binding-edge is dispensed with, the cro-
cheted edge of the opening alone affording
sutficient elasticity to hold the ear-piece in
place on the ear.

I do not desire to be understood asclaiming,

‘broadly, a knitted or woven ear-muff, as I am

fully aware that muffs of the above character
are old. :

I am also aware that it is old to construct
amuft of cloth cutinseveral pieces and sewed
together, and providing such muffs with
strings to fasten under the chin or over: the
head. I therefore desire it understood that I
do not claim, broadly, such construction of
car-muifs; but,

Having fully described my invention, what

1L eclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

As an improved article of manuafacture, the
ear-muft’ described, consisting, essentially, of
the ear-pieces A A, provided with crocheted
binding-edgés around their central inner open-
ings, the connecting-bands ¢, and attaching-
cords d d, all said parts being crocheted and
made integral one with another, substantially
as and for the purpose specified. |

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence

HARRIET E. BONHAM,

Witnesses:

W. W. SAVORY,
L, NIEDORP,
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