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IMPROVEMENT IN PORTABLE WRITING-DESKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 216,810, dated June 24, 1879 ; application filed

March 29,

1879.

" To all whom it Mmay CONCern :

- Be it known that I, CHARLES C. SHEP-

HERD, of Passaic, in the county of Passaic

and State of New Jersey, have invenfed an |

Improvement in Porfable Writing-Desks, of
which the following is a specification.

-~ Writing-desks have been made with ink-
bottles and screw-covers introduced into the
deepest portion of the desk, and there has
been a tray for pens, &e. between the two ink-
bottles.

- The object of my present invention is to
provide for raising the ink-bottles and tray
above the surface of the desk into a more
convenlent position than that usually occu-
pied by them, and simultaneously to uncover
the bottles. The reverse movement lowers
the bottles and tray back to place in the desk,
~ and covers the bottles tlght]y, so as to prevent
leakage.

In the drawings, I’lgure 1 1s a plan of the
desk when open. Ifig. 2 1sa longitudinal sec-
tion of the same. Fig. 3 is a side view of the
~desk. Iig. 41s a partial section through the
ink-bottle when closed, and FKig. 5 is a sec-
tion at the line z # through the movable cal-
endar.

The bottom portion of the desk 1is formed
of the sides a, ends b, bottom ¢, and flap d.
- The top part of the desk 1s hin ﬂ'ed at e to the
bottom. It has the sides f, ends g, top A,
and flap 7. These parts are ef usual charac-
ter, and the top can be closed over the bot-
tom portion and form a rectangular pertable
Case.

The tray ! is made of bottom sides, and
end pieces, and it is separate from the othel
parts of the desk, instead of being etatlonary,
. a8 usual heretofore

The cover n is hinged at 0, and closes down
over the tray, as seenin Iig. 4 and there are
buttons 3 upon the desk fo hold down 13111»&3

~ cover when closed.

Thesegmentsrare preferably of sheet metal,
attached to the two ends of the cover n, and
‘hence swinging up and down with it.

‘There are pins at s, that project inwardly
- from the segments 7, and enter vertical slots
at the ends of the tray /.

the middle and upper portions of the ends of
the tray, so as to. suspend the same evenly,
~and the spring ends of the segments » pass
outwardly upon the top edges of the end
pieces, b, of the desk, or upon the buttons 3,

so as to support the tray when it has been
raised and suspended by the pins s in the act
of turning back the cover.

By pressing the spring ends of the seg-

ments v inwardly so as to clear the ends b of
the desk, the tray can be lowered down into
the position shown in Fig. 4, and at the same
time the cover a is closed. _
two ink-boftles in this tray, as at %, and these
rest upon spring-bases v, and there are stop-
per-pieces 6, of india-rubber or similar material,

upon the under sides of the cover »; hence,as

the parts are lowered, the stopper-pieces -6
close the mouths of the ink-botties, and the

| springs beneath the ink-bottles, having been

compressed in closing the cover, keep thesaid
bottles firmly up a,mmet the elastic stopper-
pieces.

The slots in t-he ends of the tray allow of -

the cover to move downward after the tray
touches on the bottom of the desk, and such
tray 18 moved bodily toward the front of the
desk by the pins as they move in the arc of
a cirele.

The calendar is inserted in the flap d. 1t
is made of a glass, upon the back of which
are numbers from 1 to 31. Behind this glass
is a slide having the days of the week, at the
same distance apart.as the numbers, and the
slide can be moved so as to bring any day of
the week to either of the day-numbers in the
month, so that by bringing thé day of the
week to any number corresponding to the day

of the month all the other week-days will cor-

respond to the days of the month.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with the desk, of the
hinged cover, seginents, tray, and mk -bottle,
substantially as seb forth, for raising and low-
ering the tray, and covering .and uncovering
the ink bottle or bottles, substentlelly as seb
forth.

2. The hinged cover hswmg the elastic stop-
per-pieces on the under side, in combination
with the ink-bottle, the tra:}'r, the spring-seg-
ments, and the suspending-pins, which enter
slots 1 in the tray, substantially as specified.

Signed by me this 241311 day of March, A.

These slots are in | 1. 1879.

" CHAS. O, SHEPHERD.

Wltnesses
WILLIAM G, MOT‘I‘,
GEo. T. PINCKNEY,
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