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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LOUIS MOBERLY, OF MoKINNEY, TEXASRS.

iIMPROVEMENT IN PHOTOGRAPHIC BACKGROUNDS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 216,433, dated June 10, 1379; application filed
April 7, 1879.

To all whom it My CORCETIL:

Be it known that I, Louris MOBERLY, of
McKinney, in the county of Collin and State
of Texas, have invented a new and valuable
Improvement in P]-lotogmphic-Backgmund
Tablets; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the construetion and operation of the
same, reference being had 1o the annexed
drawings, making a part ot this specification,
and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of perspective view of my invention. Ih1g.
9 is g cross-sectional view thereof; and Fig. 5
is a perspective view of the frame-work car-
rying the slides.

This invention has relation to means for
holding and manipulating photographers’
backgrounds; and it consists in the construc-
tion and novel arrangement of an upright
case with narrow front standards, back braces,
and inside top and bottom grooves Or slide-
ways, and in connectlon therewith o pivoted
slideway extension or foot, all as hereinatter
shown and described.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A designates the base of my tablet or case,
which is provided with casters & in suitable
recosses under the base, so as 10 be hidden
from sieht. Irom this base extends upward
the corner standards B, which are made nar-
row in front, so that they will not form an ob-
stygetion in the view when two o more back-
orounds are used together. 'These standards
support the top U, which forms a protecting-
cover, and shields the backerounds from dust
and water, which sometimes leak through
the glazed ceilings of photographers’ 100ms.
The back of the tablet is strengthened by
means of longitudinal and diagonal braces D.
The front of the tablet is open and serves to
expose the first background of the series for
nse. Oun the interior the base and top are
provided with grooves or slideways 0, which,
respectively, receive the upper and lower
strips of the background-slides E, which are
usnally provided with small rollers, and are

cun in and out of the case through its open
ends, to which the grooves Ot slideways ex-
rend. Along the end of the base runs a slide-
rod, ¢, which is connected thereto, and carries
o ranner or slide, d, to which 1s pivoted one
and of an extension or slide-foot, é. This slide-
extension is formed on its upper surface with
a groove or shideway on the same level with
those in the tablet-base, and 1ts outer end 18
provided with a caster, ¢. This slide-foot 18
pivoted to slide norizontally, and is designed
to support any one ot the backgrounds, which
may be run out of the tablet upon it either in
the plane of the first background or at an
angle therewith to bring the background ends
in focus. It also serves to enable the opera-
tor to quickly change the backerounds to dii-
forent slideways, or to reverse them, when nec-
essary, as they are usually made with views
on both sides. This extension ¢ 18 provided
with a hook, %, at its outer end, and when nob
in use may be swung up against the tablet at
one corner, and connected thereto by means
of said hook and cateh /.

This tablet will be fonnd of much use to the
photographer 1n economizine the space usu-
ally occupied Dy backgrounds, which are quite
laree and bulky when provided with feet, as
is usually the case. 1t also protects the back-
arounds, and enables the operator to handle
them with facility. |

Having desecribed my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

A photographer’s backeround - tablet hav-
ing grooved base A and grooved top C, open
front and ends, and a pivoted extension or
slide-foot, ¢, connected to the end of the base,
and on a level therewith, to facilitate the ma-
nipulation of the background-slides, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above 1 have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

LOUIS MOBERLY.

Witnesses:
GEORGE WILLIAM CAMERON,
HENRY ARTHUR FINCH.
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