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UNITED STATES PATENT QFFICE

WILLIAM F. HILL, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

IMPROVEMENT IN BUTTON-HOLES FOR SHOES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 215,745, dated May 27, 1879; application filed
April 1, 1879, |

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM F. HILL, of

Baltimore city, State of Maryland, have in-
vented certain new and usefu! Improvements
in Button-Holes for Shoes; and 1 hereby de-
clare the same to be fully, clearly, and cxactly
deseribed as follows, reference being had to tlie
accompanying drawings, in which—
- Figurelis a plan view of a portion of a shoce- |
upper, showing the button-holes; Fig. 2, an
enlarged seetional view of the same on the line |
x x, Fig. 1. |

My invention is designed to obviate what
has heretofore been a fruitful source of ANNOY-
ance to dealers in, as well as wearers of, but-
toned shoes or gaiters, and to furnish a but- |
ton-hole which it is practically impossible to
tear out. |

Heretofore the great strain which has been I
brought upon the end of the button-hole, in us--
ing the ordinary button-hook, sooner or later |
resulted in & tear in the upper, which was in-
creased In length at each subsequent button-
ing, and finally resulted in many instances in
tearing the button-hole to the edge of the up-
per.

I obviate this by constructing the button-
holes as hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings, A is the up-
per, tormed, as usiaal, of one of the kinds of
leather known as “brush kid,” ¢pebbled
goat,” “straight grain,” or “morocco,” and
having the button-holes ¢ « punched therein.

Between the upper and the lining is in- |
serted a pieee, b, of some tough, strong, and
‘pliable leather, such as glove-calf or equiva- |
lent: material, which may either be inserted in
‘the form of a small patch surrounding the but- |
ton-hole, or a continuous strip covering the
entire row of holes.

Underneath the piece or pieces b is the usnal
sheep-skin lining B, which is stitched to the
upper at its edge ¢’. A line of stitching, d,is
run around the edge of cach button-hole, se-
curely uniting the upper, the lining, and the
button-hole piece b.

Finally a hole, C, is punched through the
lining and button-hole piece b, and the same |
are slitted at ¢ centrally in the button-hole.

It will thus be seen that the button-shank
or button-hook is prevented from coming in
contact at all with the upper A, which is there-
by relieved of all local strain. ‘

The piece or picces b, being made of tou oh,
strong stuff, will not tear, while still being soft
and pliable, and readily admitting of the slit

| being spread as the button enters it from De-

low. |

Aside from these advantages another one
attends the described construection. ' As the
upper-leather is somewhat tough and harsh, it
has been customary heretofore, and, indeed,
necessary, to make the button-holes somewhat
open, so as to admit of the entrance of the but-
ton, and this necessitated the widening of the
upper beyond the row of buttons to prevent
the stocking from being visible through the
button-holes. .

With my invention this is not lHECessary.
The piece d is soft and pliable enough to allow
the button to pass readily through the slit c,
which completely closes behind it. |

What I elaim 1s—

1. A button-hole re-enforced by a tough in-
elastic material, extending beyond the edges
of the button-hole and sccured to the fabric
In which the button-hole is made, and adapted
to relieve the latter of strain, as set forth.

2. A button-hole re-cuforced by a tough in-
elastic material, extending beyond its edges
and secured between two thicknesses of mate-
rial in which the button-hole is formed, sub-
stantially as deseribed. |

J. Lhe button-hole herein described, having.
a tough inelastic re-enforee, b, interposed be-
tween the layers A and B, and seeured by a
line of stitehing, d, as set forth.

4. The method herein deseribed of forming
button-holes in shoes, consisting in interposing
a layer of tough inelastic material between the
upper and lining, uniting all three by a line of
stitching, and finally punching and slittin othe -
sald material, substantially as set forth, .

WILLIAM F. HILL.

Witnesses:
R. D, WILLIAMS,
JNo. T. MADDOX,
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