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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, FREDERICK C. HILLS,
of Sioux City, in the county of Woodbury and
State of lowa, have invented a new and use-
tul Improvement in Sleeping-Berths, of which
the following is a specification.

The object ot this invention is to furnish a
guard for preventing sleepers from rolling out
~of the upper berths of cars and vessels, and
- also to prevent the said berths in cars from
closing up and shutting the occupant in when
‘the cars are overthrown or other aceidents

oceur. |

- The invention consists in a hinged berth
provided with folding guard and stop, as here-
inafter desecribed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of an upper sleeping-berth
with guard in- position; and Fig. 2 is a cross-
section of the berth, its various positions in-
dicated by dotted lines.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
section of a sleeping-car, the upper part, B,
forming a pocket, into which the upper berth
1sfolded. Crepresents the upper berth hinged
at the back to the side of the ecar, and sup-
ported at either end near the front by a jointed
and pivoted link, @, which allows it to be
thrown up in the pocket provided for it. To
the front b of the berth, near each end, on the
Inside, are fixed studs ¢ e. D represents the

guard, formed of horizontal rails joined to |
standards d, pivoted at their lower ends to
the studs ¢ ¢ at the level of the upper side |

| of the mattress. This guard, when the berth

18 occupied, is turned to an upright posi--
tion, as shown in Fig. 1, and in dotted lines
d’in Kig. 2, and thus prevents the occupant
from rolling out; but when the berth is thrown
up into the pocket it is turned down into a
horizontal position, as shown at ¢ in g, 2.

In case of an accident, when the berth is
occupled and the guard up, whereby the berth
1s thrown up, the upper ends of the standards
d abut against the lugs or stops J,y fixed in the
pocket in position to receive them, and thus
prevent the berth from closing up and shut-
ting the occupant in, as shown by the solid
lines in Fig, 2. |

The guard furnishes an efficient protection
against the occupants of sleeping-car berths
and steamer-berths being thrown out, and, in
addition, it prevents the berths of sleeping-
cars shutting up when occupied, and thus af-
fords a perfect safeguard against accidents
of that nature occurring in railway-collisions,
&c.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— | |

A sleeping-Dberth, C, pivoted at one side
and provided with a folding guard at the oth er,
in combination with and working against a
stop, 7, on the upper part of sleeping-car, as
and for the purpose specified. | |

FREDERICK CLARK HILLS.

Witnesses:

Wi L. Jovy,
CrAIG L. WRIGHT.
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