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- To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN B. Hiry, of

Springfield, in the State of M.zhssachusetts
-have inv ented a new and useful Im]‘n"ovement

in Blotting-Sheets; and that the following is

- a full, clear, and exact descuptlon ther eof'
reference being had to theaccompanying dmw

. Ing, making a part of this specification, and to
the letters of reference marked thereon

My invention has for its object a blotter-

“sheet both sides of which are porous and cap-
~able of absorbing moisture readily, and the
edges of which are made rigid and btlﬁa more
| dumble, and easily handled. g

To this end my invention coﬁsmts of a b10t

| '_ter sheet having both its sides porous, to ab-
- sorb moisture I'G’LdIIV, and having a oum, of

the proper consistency in solution, applied to

its edges, which gum, when dry, renders the
. edges “of the sheet quite stiff and firm, and
. gives the fibers of the paper more compact-

ness and solidity near and at the edges, and

- renders the latter much less liable to De worn
~out or frayed by use.

The drawing is a perspective view of ‘1, blot-

- ter-sheet made or treated according to my in-
~vention.

In the dr aw111g, A lem esents 2 sheet of blot

ting-paper of the ordinary porous character

throughont 1ts thicknesq so that either side
will re‘mdlh absorb. mmbtme or liquid, and to

its edges, ata, I ‘lppl y any suitable gum, which,
~ when dry, will impart the desued degreb of
“stiffness to the edges of the blotter-sheet. This
gum may be ‘1[‘!])1161‘1 to the edﬂes of a sin gle

sheef bw a brush or Ly dlppmﬂ the edﬂes of
the sheet into a hqmd solution of the gum,

“and afterward drying it ; or a number of sheets

placed in a package “with their edges together

“may have the gum applied in a hquld state to
all the sheets at once, either by means of a

: - brush or by dipping them into the solution of

gum, as before mentioned, the latter being

- sufﬁmentljy hquld to penetmte 2! llttlemsta,nce
" 1nto the paper. |

T consider a solution of o OTLN1- shellac the most

' sultable to apply to the edgecs of the bloiter-
- sheets, as 1t dries quickly if the gum is dis-

solved in alcohol and the sheet is then smta
ble to be used as a dry blotter upon the desk,
or as a wet blotter to be used in taking press |
copies of written documents. |

When used on the desk as an ordinary blot-
ter-sheet the edges, when thus treated, are
quite stiff and I‘Iﬂld and the sheet may be

picked up.from the table or desk much more.

easily and quickly by its stiffened edge, and the
edges of the sheet will not so soon wear away
or fray out, while either side may be used for
blotting. |

If a package of blotter- ﬂleetrj with their

“edges thus treated with shellac or other suita-

ble gum which 1s insoluble in water are damp-
ened and kept in a receptacle, with a cover or
a presser resting upon them, they will remain
sufficiently damp for a ](mg time to take a
press-copy of a written document pelfectly
wells and when it'is desired to remove a sin-
gle sheet from the receptacle, its edges, al-
thouﬁh the sheet may be d&mp, will be suffi-
Gl@]lt]V firm and stiff to permit it to be done
with the greatest ease, and the edges will re-

-tain their StlffIlLSS for a long time, while if the

edges were not so treated with the gum they
would be exceedingly limp and weak as soon

‘as dampened, and would be easily torn and
worn away 1f handled when damp, and be soon

entirely unfit for use. These edges, too, being
rendered \vater-proof by this &Dpllcatmn of
gum, will prevent, to a very great extent, the
evaporation of the water from the pachage
through the edges, as the porous portion of
the 11ack:5bge being covered both at top and
bottom and the edg% water-proof, the mmbt- |

ure cannot escape from within.

Having thus described my mventlon Wh‘Lt :
I claim as new is—

As a new article of 111‘mufa,ctme, a blotter-
sheet having both sides porous, to absorb wa- -
ter and moisture readily, and hcwmg a gum
applied to its edges, ‘%llet’blltlaHV as and for
the purpose descl 1bed |
o - BENJ AMIN B. HILL
Witnesses:
- T. A. CURTIS, .

- W. H. BARDWELL.
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