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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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IMPROVEMENT IN PICTURE-NAIL HEADS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 215,007, dated May 6, 1879; application filed
February 12, 1879.

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JOHN J. LAUGHLIN, of
Brooklyn, county of Kings, and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useiul
Improvements in Picture-Nail Heads, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon.

Figure 1 represents the three parts of which
my picture-nail head is composed as detached
from each other and in section. Fig.2 i1s a
sectional view, showing the three parts in
proper relative location, but not secured to-
gether;; and Kig. 3 1epresents the same parts
assembled and secured in place for use. Iig.
4 is a sectional view similar to Ifig. 3, showing
the improved nail-head located upon an ordi-
nary nail. The group of figures numbered 5 are
elevations of the improved nail-head, shown
detached from nails, pegs, or screws, and 1n-
tended to indicate that the same head is capa-
ble of use with either a large or small nail,
peg, or screw. Fig. 6is a sectional view, il-
lustrating the manner in which a cord or wire
will draw against the head in case the nail
happens to be sufficiently inclined.

Like letters in all the figures 1ndlca,te corre-
sponding parts.

The object or purpose of my invention 1is to
provide a simple, cheap, durable, and efficient
means of attaching ornamenta,l he.:mds to ordi-
nary nails, pegs, or screws, which means shall
be such as will permit the lmprwed head to
be applied to nails, pegs, or screws of varying
sizes; permit it to be easﬂy detached without
injury, whenever desired; prevent accidental
detachment or separation of the improved head
and its supporting peg, nail, or serew; and to
maintain the head in a proper symmetrical po-
sition with respect to the axis of its support.

To accomplish all of this, the invention con-
sists in certain novel and useful combinations
or arrangements of parts, and in a peculiar
formation or construction of the separate parts,
all of which will be hereinafter first fully de-
scribed, and then pointed out 1n the claims.

A is the ornamental cap or top piece,which
is usually made of glass, porcelain, or other
material, and which may be plain or ornament-

: lar.

| top piece is provided with a recess upon its

under side, as plainly indicated in the sec-
tional views; and this recess forms a conven-
1ent receptacle for the ordinary head of the
nail or screw, but it is in no way essential to
the successful use of my improved device,
which, as will be seen hereinafter, will accom-
modate various-sized nail or secrew heads with-
out this recess in the cap.

B is a block of rubber or other elastic me-
dium, having a eentral perforation, b, of small
dmmetel-—s&y, about an eighth of an inch—
and intended to permit the insertion of the nail
or screw head. The block B has a recess in
its upper part sufficiently large to accommo-
date any ordinary nail or screw head, and 1ts
walls are made slightly flaring at top, as
plainly shown.

C is a collar, of brass or other metal suita-
ble for the pur pose, having its lower partcon-
tracted, substantially as shown, and intended
to umte the elastic block B w1th the cap-piece
A. This union is made by dropping the block
B into collar C and placing the cap thereon,
as indicated in Fig. 2. Then the three parts
are securely united by spinning, bending, or
otherwise turning the upper edge of the collar
down upon the edge of the cap-piece, as shown
at Fig. 3.

It will be observed from an inspection of
Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4 that the under side of the
block B and the inner surface of collar C con-
form somewhat in shape or general contour,
and that when these two parts are in place
and the cap properly secured, it will pinch the
flaring rim of the block agamst the adjacent
surface of the collar. The cap should be so
firmly secured that it will pinch the block sut-
ficiently hard to prevent withdrawal of the
latter through the lower open mouth of the col-
The lower mouth of the collar, as will be
seen, 1s left entirely open, so that a larger
range of use in connecflon with naills or screws
of varying sizes is possible, there being no
flange to interfere with the insertion of the
nail or serew head, as in such devices wherein
a screw-thread is employed for attachment.

By securing the block at its top, as shown,
I am enabled to leave this mouth of the collar
entirely free, and at the same time permit the

ed, as d.esm{afhr As usually eonstructed this | removal of the improved head without with-
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SN After removal |
-~ -the head is 1*e(ul_5 to be apphed to any other |
To apply it, it isonly necessary
. toincline it hll{allth with u,bpe(,t to the axis |
. of the mul press it 5]1ghth upon: the head,
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Having thus fully explained my invention,

what 1 claim as new, and desn'e 1;0 secure by; NERE
Letters Patent, is— = Y

1. In a nail-head of the le Lcter heremf s

?speclﬁed the combination of a metalliec collar, '

an ornamental top piece, and a centrally- per -

forated elastic block, held in place by bemng
pinched between the collar ‘and cap, bubsta,n; S
| =t1&ll_y in the manner shown and deseribed.
2. In a nail-head of the character herem- EEEREE
;spemﬁed ‘the combination of a metallic collar: =
having a lower unobstructed mouth, an orna- -
fmental top piece, and a centrally- perf’ora,ted EEREEEREEE
elasti¢ block, held in place by being pinched .
| between the collar and cap. the upper rim of
the collar bemg turned or bent down nponthe: -
edge of the cap, substa,ntmlly as aml for the EERRE R
;purpmse herein set forth. AR - SRR
3. The herein - debcmhed Blﬂ;btlb l)lack for N
:_:plcture nail head.a, the same being provided -
1 with a recess or cavity at top, flaring upper
rim, and eentral limited pelforatlon, all - snb EERE IS
;stantmll_} as and for the purposes set forth, = :
In testimony that I claim the forenomg I RS
| hme hereunto set my hand and Seal 111 the N

presence of two witnesses.
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