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To all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that we, J osmH B. GATHRIGHT
and SAMUEL L. DRABELLE, of the city of

tacky, have invented new and use.ful Lmmprove-

‘ments in Mail-Bags; and we hereby declare
~ that the following is a full, clear, and exact
- description of the same, refereuce being had
1o the accompanying drawings, which form a
-pfut of this specification.

The object of our invention is to plowde a

safe mail-bag, which can be opened and closed

mth greaterfacility than those heretofore used.

In the drawings, Iigure 1 shows a plan view

~of an ordinary lock- b:zbg, constructed with the |
gussets G G aceording to our invention. TFig.

2 shows the back of the bag and the main flap

to it at the point shown,also stmp K K, all to

- operate as hereinafter desorlbed Fig. 3 shows
the front side of the bag with the achunot flap

B, the bag being open. Fig. 4 shows an edge
view of the bag, and Xig. 5 shows front view

~ of the bag closed.

It will be seen from Figs. 9 and 3 that the

 two side pieces, C, Fig. 2, and D, Fig. 3, of the

bag are cut with thin ed ges bevoled in on both
sides at the top, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3, thus

- reducing the size of the mouth about one- half
- but instead of riveting these sides to each

other, as 1s done below at M W, HKig. 4, a gus-
set, Gr is inserted on each slde from W up-

o Ward and the beveled edges are riveted to
: these, as shown by lines of rivets a and b, Fig. 4.
~ The gussets are large enough to restou, the
| mouth of the bag to its full size when it is open,

but when closed the. gussets are folded in-
wardly, which reduces the mouth to the size

of the beveled side pieces. The gussets Gand G-
are cut so they will extend above the sides of

the bag when open, as seen in Fig. 4, and this
upper part is pr oferably so shaped that when
the bag is closed the upper edges of the gus-
sets will be on a line with the mouth of the
bag. The lines of rivets @ and b stiffen the

along their centers before attaching them to

~ the bmg and when made up they will readily

l
sets serve to obstruct to some extent the mouth
of the bag, and also to stiffen it.

“Louisville, county of Jefferson State of Ken- |
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for this purpose

the baﬂ is being closed. The folds of the gus-

The gussets are provided with slots for the

end staples ¢ and e to pass through, and are
‘in this way securely fastened.
fasten this reduced mouth requires flaps only
-abount one-half the usual width, and only half
the number of staples her etofore used.

To cover and

We also construct and arrange the flaps and

fastenings so that there is no need of turning
‘the bag over or around in fastening or unfast-
ening 113 as all can be done on one slde
this purpose we rivet the main flap A to the

- For

back of the bag at a point about two inches
(more or less) below the slots N J P, (see-Fig.

2,) as indicated by the line of 11?ots V.
A, which has the staplos ¢, d, and e attached |

About the same distance below the line of
fastening V we rivet to this flap the staples ¢
d e, and provide the end of flap with corre-
sponding slots f¢ h. The adjunct flap B is
riveted to the other front side of the bag, as
seen 1n If1g. 3, and is prowded with the slots

1 RIS,

The effect of this construction and arrange-
ment is now apparent. When the flap A is
tarned over the top of the bag the staples ¢ d
¢ pass through the top of the bag by the slots -
N J P,;and project on the other front side: . The
slots £, ¢, and A in the end of flap A are next
put over the staples, and then flap B is turned
up to lap over on A, and the slots RT S also
slipped over the smples The ends of strap K
Kare now brought around, one passed through
staple ¢, and one thlough ¢, and both lapped
upon staple d; which is attached horizontally
The ends of the straps are, -
of course, provided with metallic eyelets. The
fastening i1s now complete and ready for the
lock, as seen in Iig. 4. |

It will be seen that owing to the widening
of the strap K K a,long its mlddle portion, the

| sides of the bag next to the mouth are com-

pletely capped.
We have made the straps contmuous to |

~ bag at these points, and, there being no lines | strengthen and stiffen the flap ; but, of course,
~of rivets up the middle of the gussets, it is
~ only necessary to fold and crease the gussets

the two ends may be separate or stmohed as
desired.

To prevent the 1)0SS1b111ty of water being
admitted to the mouth of the bag by the gus-

| break on these lines and fold inwardly when | set when folded, the inverted hp X, Fig. 1, is
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riveted on across the gusset, the same being

made, 1f desired, to lme or double the holes
for the staples through the gussets. The up-
per edge of this lip is concave and the lower
convex. It is riveted to the gusset along the
upper edge, the lower edge projecting down-
ward at an angle to the gusset, forming a bar-
rier against water passing in direction of the
mouth of the bag. To cause this lower edge
of the lip to turn up well, the upper edges are
forced inwardly foward each other to some ex-
tent while riveting them on. This strip thus
riveted folds and unfolds with the gusset; but
the lower edge always stands out from the

gusset,'a,nd conducts out any water that may

- get into the gusset. It also serves to stiffen
the gnssets, and thus canse the bags to stand
open for putting in mail.

Label-holders may be applied to this bag in
-any known or desired way. Itiswell adapted
to be used with the combined lock and label-
holder invented and patented by one of the
undersigned, and described in Letters Patent
No. 187,372.

Instead of flap B lapping upon flap A, as
shown in Ifig. 4, it may be riveted to the bag
nearer the mouth and cut larger to lap over
and around the mouth of the bag before the
flap A is brought over, thus doubly capping the
mouth of the bag.

Of course, there are other methods of rivet-
ing a bag so that its edge will break and fold

inwardly as the gussets do; but we prefer the

plan herein described, because it gives us a

line of rivets along each exposed edge to pro-
tect from wear the folded edges, and affords
rigidity to the edges and flexibility at the fold-
ing center, which contribute to its automatic
action.

Instead of cutting away the corners of the
side pieces to form. the reduced mouth, we may
rivet the gussets along the beveled lines and

leave the uncut corners of the side pieces, C

and D, projecting as flaps over the gussets.
Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new,and desire tosecure by Letters

Patent, is—
1. A mail- bag provided with gussets & G,

sald gussets adapted to fold inwardly when
the bag is closed, and penetrated and secured
by the fastening of the central portion, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described.

2. In a mail-bag provided with gussets G (z,
the lips X X, substantially as and for the pur-
pose herein shown and described.

3. A mail-bag provided with double straps

K K, widened to cap the side edges more per-

fectly, as shown and described.

4. In a mail-bag, the combination of the in-
folding gussets G G, the flap A, with its slots
fgh and staples ¢ d e, and straps K K, all
constructed and arran ged to operate as herein

stated
JOSIAH B. GATHRIGHT.
SAMUEL L. DRABELLE.
- Witnesses:

JOHN J. HARBISON,
GEo0. C. MCGRATH.
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