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To all whom 1t may concern : | |
Beit known that I, FRANK O. C. MOORE, of
Denver, county of Arapahoe, State of Colo-

rado, have invented or discovered a new and

usetul Improvement in Branding-Irons; and

I do hereby declare the following to be & full,

clear, concise, and exact deseription there-

of, reference being had to the accompanying |

drawing, making a part of this specification,
which illustrates, by a perspective view, my
improved branding-iron. |

It has been customary with herdsmen, when-

branding animals, to make use of metallic let-
ters or symbols adapted to make the desired
mark or brand upon the animal at one appli-
cation. Also, as a substitute for such devices,
a rod of metal has been used to trace or delin-
eate the desired mark; and when complete
branding-letters are used a tracing-rod is often
found neeessary to complete or fill out parts
of the desired mark. Such devices are open
to many objections—as, for example, when
- complete letter or symbol brands are used, a
considerable number must be obtained ; and in

order to reduce the heft, so that.the herdsmen

may carry them about readily, they must be
made so light that they retain the iecessary
degree of heat but a short time, and when a
considerable number of animals have been cor-
raled for branding these letters require such
frequent reheating as to cause serious incon-
venience and delay. When the entire mark
~or brand is traced with a heated rod, great
difficulty is experienced in giving such mark
proper shape. o -

My 1mproved branding-iron is designed to
obviate these and other like objections, and is
constructed as follows: A piece of iron, pref-
erably cast, 1s given a concavo-convex form in
cross-section, so as to furnish a-curved brand-
ing-edge, a, the form of this curve approxi-
mating, by preference, a half-cirele.
of this iron is extended, as at B, so as to fur-

nish an extended straight or bar branding-

edge, . i |
- The distribution of metal in the two parts A
and B is, by preference, such as to give com-
paratively thin branding-edges, with the thick-
ness gradually increasing upward and inward,

‘80 that sufficient body of metal may be ob- |

One side

|

_ —_——am

| tained for retaining heat without unnecessa-
rily increasing the weight.

Instead of making the whole iron of uniform
length, I prefer to extend one side, B, as De-
fore described, and make the depth and thick-
ness oi the two parts A and B approximately
the same, so as to retain even temperature and

economize weight.

The two edges « and b are eonnected by a

rounded corner, ¢, and the short end, C, may

be lett in the form shown, or it may be given
other form, as desired. | | |
Any suitable handle, H, may be employed,
by which to manipulate the iron. -
In using my improved branding-iron it is
heated to the desired degree, and the curved
edge « applied to form the curved part of the
desired letter, symbol, or mark. The bar-edge
b 1s applied to form the long or extended
straight part, while the curved or rounded
corner ¢ may be employed to fill out, by trac-
ing, any breaks or omissions caused by un-
evenness in the form of the animal, or other-
wise, and it may also be employed to form
short orirregular parts of the mark or symbol.

If oceasion should require—as, for example, in

forming the letter G, the edge or end C may
also be used. -

By means of this device all the letters of
the alphabet can be readily and accurately
formed, as well as a wide range of other sym-
bols, monograms, or proprietary marks; and
while the device is so formed as to retain heat
a considerable time it is yet comparatively
light, and can be readily carried by herdsmen
and used as oceasion may require. -.

It 1s not essential that the corner connect-

ing the branding-edges « and b be rounded, as

a sharp angle may be left at such point, and
the 1implement still be made to serve impor-
tant uses; or, 1t preferred, the corner between
the edge « and end C may be rounded fortrac-
Ing purposes. | o o |

I claim herein as my invention |

1. A branding-iron having a curved brand-
mg-edge, «, and an extended straight brand-
ing-edge, b, the thickness of the metal de-
creasing toward such edges, substantially as
set forth. | | - o

2. A branding-iron having a curved brand-
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ing-edge, a, a straight or bar branding-edge, | toward the branding-edges, substantially as.
b, and rounded tracing-corner ¢, substantially | set forth. | |

as described. | In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
3. The branding-iron A B, havinga concavo- | my hand.
convexform in cross-section,with carved brand- |

ing-edge a, straight or bar branding-edge 0, o

“and rounded tracing-corner ¢, and the parts A Witnesses:

and B having substantially equal depth and R. H. WHITTLESEY,

thickness of metal, such thickness decreasing | C. L. PARKER.

FRANK O. C. MOORE.
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