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IMPROVEM ENT IN BILL-FILES

Spemﬁm‘rmu forming pfut ni Letters Patent No. 214,088, dated Alml 22, 1879 qpphmhon ﬁled
| I‘Gblll‘lly

1879,

To all whom it ma J CONcern : -

Be it known that I, WiLLIiAM H. RUSE:ELL
of Corona, in the eounty of Bergen and fatfl,te
of Newd el sey, haveinvented 061t**l,111 Improve-
ments in Stub - Iiles for preserving letters,
‘bills, and other papers in book form, of whlch
the following is a qpeelﬁcatlon |
- The object of my invention is the pr oductmu
" of a convenient and. shapely file for bills, let-
ters, and other papers, in which the p"mpels
can be quickly and securely inserted, and from
~which they can, when deblred be as -readily
removed w1thout 1njury to the ﬁle

In the drawings, Ifigure 1 is an end eleva-
tion of my impmved ﬁle Fig. 218 a similar
view of a set of the stubs (Jnlm' ed. TFig. 8 is
a perspective view of a stub ‘md leaf 1emdv to
be connected together., Ifig.4 isa plan of I I‘1g
1. Fig. b is a section, Showing‘ a tightening-
and Ifig. 6 shows a modlﬁed form of
such screw. |

My invention belon os to that chss of ﬁles
known as ¢“stub-files,” whlch consist of a num-
ber of stubs or strlps of paper, or other suit-
able material, bound together in covers. It
has been usual to coat one side of each strip
with gum, to which, when moistened, the edge
of the letter or. otllel paper 1s 'Ipplled and
thereby caused to permanently adhere. BV &
novel construction of the stub 1 dlspense with
gnmming, greatly facilitate the insertion of
the papers, and also admit of theu:' ready re-
moval when desired. |
~ Inthedrawings,let A A represent the stubq,
- which are blllt’l.bly fastened together at the

- back, a bunch or series of Wlnch 1s shown 1n
Fig. 0. The front edge of each stub is reflexed
- or folded back upon 1tself as shown in TFig. 3,

for the whole length of the stub, forming aﬂat
hook, «. B B are letters, blllS invoices, or
| othel papers that 1t 1s desu‘ed to file, whlch 1L
shall refer to as “leaves.” DBefore ﬁhnn the
leaves a flat hook, b, is formed on that edﬂ‘e of
~each that 1s to be inserted between the stubh,

ordinary pulling-strains.

or hooked edge of the leaf is ingserted between
two stubs, 1s pushed ‘back far enough for the
hooks « fmd b to pass each other, and 1s then
drawn outward until the hooks ennane, when
the leaf is securely held in place against all
To remove the leaf
it has onlyto bepulled up or down and dmﬂ 1
out at the ends of the stubs. -

To give the back of the stubs when ﬁlled !
tlncknes.:a equal to their front edges, I provide
guards or thickeners ¢ ¢, of bmderb’ board or
other suitable material, mterposed as shown,
between series or bunches of stubq or, if pre-
ferred, between every two stubs. Iuclex-leavea |
of the ordinary forms may also be interposed
between the stubs,and be permaueutly secured
thereto, if desired.

1In Figs. 1 and 4, T hfwe shown the stubs A
A bound in book f01m in temporary or perma-
nent covers C C. A number of stubs, A A,
with interposed thickeners ¢ ¢, and with 01'
without index-leaves, are fastened together at
the back so as to form a solid block, which is
secured in the covers C C.in any suitable main-
ner, that shown being by means of hinged em-
bracing- ﬂ'LpS D D, and clamping or fastenmﬂ
strips or pins d d, of soft steel, passing throucrh |
the stubs from one flap to the other, and thelr
ends secured, as described in my patent of
July 3, 1877, for temporary binder. In lieuof
this method of fastening, any other known
form of tempomry or permanent blnder may
be used.

I prefer to malke: the flaps D D as wide as
or wider than the stubs A A, in order that
their forward edges may conﬁne the stubs
and prevent their spreading apart, in which
case some of the hooks « or b might be pulled
out and the leaves BB 1eleased

In some cases it may be necessary to exert
somepressure upon the flaps in addition to that
of the fasteners used in binding, to cause them
to confine the stubs with sufficient force to
keep the leaves B B from being pulled out. I

~of a similar character to the hooks « ¢ on the | provide for this purpose a screw, I, (shown in
stubs, with this difference, that the hooks «
and b must be turned 1n oppomte directions—
oneupwardandtheother downward—as shown
in I'ig. 3. - ‘
" The method of connectmﬂ the leaves B B
with the stubsis 51101?11 in I‘ln 2.

The reflexed

Ifigs. 4 and 9,) its head being exposed above
the upper ﬂ&p, by turning which the flaps may -
be brought together wuh the necessary force.
The ﬂaps DD should be of stiff strong ma-
terial, metal being preferable.

In ]31ﬁ G s Shown a modified fulmmement




of the tightening device, eonswtmo of a C-
- spring, e, embmemn" the ﬂeps, and a thumb-
screw, I/, passing threugh a threaded hole in
‘the extremlty of thespring end bearing against
the flap.
~ One or more screws, E or ]]’, my be em- -
ployed, as may be deemed necessary.
- The ebove described tightening devices are
especially useful when pieces of tissue-paper,
such as press-copies, are to be filed, as, if
folded a few times rmd their edges inserted
‘between the flaps, they will be held with suffi-
-clent force.

- To insure umfermlts" in tmmnn ‘down the
edges of the leaves B B, as well .as.to facili-
| ete this operation, I plowde a gage, I, fixed
on the cover or binder in some eonvement Do-
sition. . This gage consists simply of a strip of
‘metal having 1ts edﬁe bent back in the same
manner as the etubs, into which the edge of |
the leaf is inserted, and the leaf turned over
- and folded down upon the metal. I prefer
~that the gage shall be upon the edge of and
be in fdet formed from one of the flaps, D, as
shown in Figs. 1, 4, and 5.

When the stubs are contalnefl in a tempo- |
rary binder, as shown in Fig. 1, they may be
removed. When full 'md 2 new seues substi-
tuted. -

T claim as my mventlou—- | N

214,988

| forth

1. As a file for letters and other papers, a
series of stubs, A A, fastened together at the
back, and hawnn 1eﬂexed or hooked front

;eclo‘es, a A, adepted.to engage corresponding

refiexed edges b b on the letters or other pa-
pers, substantially as set forth. -
2. A series of stubs, A A, having reflexed

'01* hooked front edﬁes a a, fastened together

at their backs, with 1nterposed guards or thick;
eners ¢ ¢, so as to form a solid block at the
back, subsmntmlly as a,nd for the purposes set

3. A stub-file consisting of the stubs A A,

i having reflexed front edges, a a, secured to-
'ﬂ'ether at their backs, with interposed guards

or thickeners, a—nd-embraced between ﬂaps D

{ D of covers C U, substantially as set forth.

- 4. A stub-file composed of stubs A A, hav-
ing reflexed front edges, a «, and suitable flaps
D D, provided with g foldmg gage, I, perma-

-nently secured to said flaps, subqtantmllv as. :
and for the purposes set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two Subeellbnw |
mtnesses. |

WM. H. RUSSELIL..

Witnesses:
 ARTHUR C. IRASER,

HENRY CONNETT.
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