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To all whom 1t may concern :
Be 1t known that I, CHARLES R. HARRISON,
of the city and county of Fond du Lac and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in the Furniture and Ap-
paratus of Railway Post-Office and Route-
Agent Cars, which improvement is fully sef
forth in the following specification, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings.

I believe that thus farin the mail service on
rallways the furniture and apparatus used,
and the working facilities for clerks, have been
and are illy adapted to the shape and capac-
ity of the cars, to which they are necessarily
limited. |

The object of my invention is to more fully
utilize the space, admit light from the win-
dows, secure better ventilation, economize
time, facilitate work, lessen the number ahd
individual labor of clerks and employés, and
save expense generally in said mail service by
the combination, in a system of mail-car fix-
tures and furniture, of portable drop-tables
and bag-racks, center standards, supporting
center rods, stationary side brackets, support-
ing rack-rods and hook-rod, as shown in the
accompanying drawings.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a plan of
my invention; Fig. 2, a transverse sectional
view, with table and one center rod; Fig. 3,a
transverse sectional view, with portable bag-
racks and the open hinges and hooks for the
same,

A is the center standard or bracket, bifur-
cated at top for two rods, ¢ being the eye-
brackets for the same; A’, IFig. 2, the center
standard for one rod; a/, the eye of same. B
B are the stationary side brackets; b b, the
eyes of same. ' O’ are the hook-rods. C 1s
the portable drop -table; ¢, the double open
hinge or hooks on table. (/18 the portable
drop bag-rack. ‘D is the attaching-hook of
table and rack; D’, the supporting-hinge of
table or rack on the rods. E E arethe center
suspension-rods; e ¢ ¢, the suspension-rods on
side stationary rack., X is the open hook-
hinge for sustaining bag-rack C’.

In constructing and arranging my apparatus
in arailway post-office car, (after removing and

| along either side, over the windows, all boxes

pigeon-hole cases, and such furniture,) I first
affix to each side of thecar the brackets B, their
bases resting on the seat-rail or the floor, and
their tops reaching up to the line of the win-
dow-sills. These brackets, at convenient inter-
vals, project from the wall of the car, and sup-
port, through their eyes b b, rods e ¢ ¢, running
longitudinally with the ear and parallel with
each other, butinclined from the rear downward
to thefrontrod. Theserods are furnished with
small hooks,forhanging and holding open tiers
of pouches or bags, which pouches are labeled
by card-slides o on the rod at the back of the
pouches, respectively. The fourth and lower
front rod, &', is for hooking onto and support-
ing the fronts of the tables and portable bag-
racks C C/. 1 then erect between these side
racks, and, at proper intervals, lengthwise of
the car, the standards A and A’, supporting
longitudinal rods E E through their respect-
ive eyes « a’. These rods are above the floor
at the convenient height of a working-table—
say, two feet six inches, more or less—and
support and suspend the tables C and bag-
racks C’.

The tables C are square, or nearly square,
planes, with or without side flanges, each fur-
nished on the bottom and near the outer edges
with open double hooks or hinges ¢ or single
hinges 1)/, and hinged hooks D at the front
edges. The double or single open hinges cor
D’ suspend the table on the rod E, and aread-

justable as to position according to the length

of the table, as hereinafter explained. The
hinged hooks D secure the table, when raised,
to the hook-rod '. These tables are portable,
and, by the open hinges, readily attached to or

~detached from the center rod L, and as read-

ily unhooked from &/, and lowered or shut
down on the line of the center rods and stand-
ards, or thrown up in perpendicular position
and parallel with said center rods and staned-
ards.

It will be obvious that the full length of the
table will vary with the space between the re-
spective side-bracket racks; but the distance
from the hinges to the outer edge must corre-
spond with the height of the rod K from the

confining to the ends of the car or room, and | floor, so that, when dropped or shut down, the

L




- thespacebetween the sideracks, I bifurcate the | -
.. top Ofstdllddrd A, and so. ﬂpread or contract the -
. ~ eye-brackets a a aml rods: K E, and adjust the

~ hinges ¢ or D’ to the mvauable distance from
... the outside edge of the table of the ele\ atmn |

'.i'i-..ﬁgoftherodsh1mm the floor,

The portable drop bag- racks C’ are, hke the? '

- table will hang perpendicular to the floor.

~accomplish this and traverse with two tables

U 3 Qtables, hung onto center rods E and hooked
~ to siderod /' when in use, and, by means of |

B ~ their hook- hinges \ are readily dmpped down |
or detached when not in use.

SR long frames, furnished with small hooks for

~ These I“ddﬂ, together with the several rods
REERERE N used i in my apparatus, are cheaply and easily |
~ constructed fromn the ordinary gas-pipe and

RTINS elbows, screwed together at the joints; but I

R ;these tables and smp;]e racks to any desirable

~ use any other available material, metallic or
RESERRERE gwooden, as equivalents of said gaq piping.:

It will be readily apparent that sluitmg

. positions or groupings relative to the station-
- ary side racks or sections of ‘the same, or to
- - each other, will largely facilitate the th1 owing

o ordistribution of mail-matter from the tables
- to the proper receptacles of pouch or box
- and upon finishing the sorting and dmtmbutmn- |

- . of mails,or any portion thereof, tables or racks,
. or both, may be at once dmpped down, thrown |
- upin perpendluﬂdr p(}snmn over rods E, or:

~ removed entirely, leaving alleys or clear pas-
- sage-way in front ‘of both or either tier or group.

R pose of removing the full pouches and supply- -

ing their places with empty ones, and replac-
ing and rearranging the tables and portable
racks in positions or groups convenient for
resuming the work of sorting and distributing.
The whole work is also below the line of the
window-sills, giving light and ventilation and

To

They are ob-
- | mv invention—
. the mouths of bags, and respectively adapted |

~ to holding one or more open bags or pouches.

2 . .214,036

rection.

-unobstructed space for throwmg m every d1 : SERRES ;

“In route. -agent cars these portable and drop

; l;ablec;, put into the places of the ordinary sta- SN

tionary tables or counters, will occupy much - !

tlers now wasted.

less space when in use; can be shifted as con-
‘venient to face the work in hand, used singly
| or in groups, as required, and: when dropped
or removed will render available for other . S
~work all the room under the table and I:mx-? BERR

“Having thus: shown the constructlon, use,' REERE RS
and adv antages of my appa.ratns, I clmm as SRR

1. The combination,

in an appar&tus for
fhandlmg and dismbntmg railway post-office
;mall matter of the slde bracket: raoks B, the

imds E, portabla (hop tables L and Jorta.blef REEEREERRES
| drop bag-racks C/, substantlally a8 and for the' SRR

purposes above aet forth. o BRI
| 2. The combination, in Btatmnarv mde bag R
5 frackq, of the brackets B, under the line of R
‘window-sills, the relatwely sloping rodseee,
| and hook-rod b’, substantla.lly as mul for tha: j e
EpuPI}GSES descrlbed | S

‘3. The combination, in .center supports fmf SRR

:tablea and bag-racks, of the straight and Di- R
; | furcated standards A A’ and single or double
longitudinal rods E, substantlally as’ and for: BEREEREEEE
.the purposes set fortl.l - .

4. The comlmmtmn,m a porta.ble drop tdb]e, SRR

of the plane C, open double hinges ¢ or single =~
| hinges D" and Imoks D subst“ntmlly as de-f SR
S scrived. |

. of pouches, or any section thereof, for the pur- |

5. The combmatmn, ina portable dmp bag E

X, and suspension-hook D sabstantially as

desulbed
CHARLES R. HARRISON.
Witnesses:

WM. D. CONKLIN,
HENRY HULL.

rack, of the oblong frame C’, hook-hinge D’or
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