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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JESSE F. TAPLEY, of
Springfield, county of Hampden and State of
M&ssachusetts have invented new and useful
Improvem ents in Letter-Files, which improve-
ments are fully set forth in the annexed speci-
fication and in the accompanying drawings.

The object of my invention is to provide an
alphabetical file for letters and other papers,
which combines with the file itself a durable
case or box, conveniently constructed for daily
use, in combination with the file, and for pre-
serving the contents thereof in exactly the
same condition as when first deposited therein
1. proper order, said case or box being con-
structed with a properly-titled back, on “Which
can be inscribed matter indicating 1ts contents
and their proper dates, and in which its con-

tents may be filed aw&y for future reference, if.

it should seem desirable to so employ sald
case; or 1t may be used for holding succeeding
ﬁles, as hereinafter set forth.

I am aware that file-boxes have heretofore
been constructed in which provision has been
made for placing paperstherein in alphabetical
order between sheets whose top edge was in-
dexed; but in that case it was necessary to file
away the box and its contents, in order that
the proper index of the latter may be pre-

served. But I employ in combination with
my file case or box a removable indexed file,
which may, when filled with letters or other
papers, or when containing letters up to the
end of the month or qu&rter, or other time, be
removed, if required, from its case, be prop-
erly tied together, and filed away separately,
with its contents indicated by a label or other-
wise on its back, and the case be supplied
with another empty mmdexed file for the recep-
tion of current papers.

My improved file-case presents other advan-
tages not embraced in those heretofore made,
among which are, first, a double-hinged front
side and cover; and, secondly 1t 1s arranged
S0 as to be hunﬂ' by ltb back to a hook inserted
in the desk or other convenient place, in such
a way that comparatively no time is needed
for filing away letters therein, as they can, as
soon as need be, be dropped into the case be-
tween the proper leaves of thefile.

ures, Iigure 1 is a perspective view of my in-

dex- ﬁle .‘:Llld case combined. Fig. 2 is a view
of the file-case closed and suapended on a
hook. Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the file
and file-case. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of
the index-file removed from the case.

Like letters refer to like parts in all the fig-
ures.

A is the file-case. H is the end of the case.
b is the front side of the case. S is the back
side of the case. P is the back of the case.
h are lips on the inner side of frontb. disthe
cover, hinged on the top of b. c¢ ¢ are elastic
straps, attached to the front and rear of the
case. o is a stay-tape, attached to lips 4 and
to the ends H of the case A. DB is theindexed
file. e are the leaves of the file B. 1 are the
outer covers of the file. K 1s a tying-tape. n
is a hook-hole in back side, S, of the case. #/
is 2 hook-hole in cover d of the case. D is a
desk or casement. « 1s a hook,

My indexed file B is made with the outer
thin covers, ¢ 4, which are continuous acrossthe
back v ther eof To the inner side of said back
v, between said covers, I attach permanently,
paralle,l to said covers and to each other, the
indexed leaves ¢, but placed Sllfﬁ(}le]lﬂ} far
apart to provide ample space between them
for the reception of such letters or papers as
may be filed therein. Said leaves e have their
edges cut and lettered in the ordinary way of
mdexmg, as shown in Figs, 1 and 4.

My file-case A is made with a back side, S,
to which are secured the ends H and the back
I>; and hinged to the front edge of the latter
at « is the front side of the case b, the latter
having hinged to its top edge the coverd. On
the inner face of front b, at each end, are se-
cured the lips &, which shut inside of the ends
H. To the edges of lips & and ends H, 1 at-

tach the stay-tapes o, one at each end of the

case. Near the lower edge of the case I at-
tach, from outside to outside,the elastic straps
Cc C.

K is a tying-tape, attached to cover d. =
and n/ are hook or tying holes in cover d and
in back side, , of case A. Drepresents a por-
tion of a desk 01:' casement, against which case
A may behung on a hook, z, as seen in Fig. 2.

The most convement Way touse myimproved

*In the drawings, which consist of four fig- | file and file-case is to suspend it, as shown in




. pursued.

2 213,852

:=:-l*1,f:. 2,

. To Leep the hle COVeTsS i1 lmck mlt ﬂf the |
S fway and to temporarily or otherwise secure |
- the file into the case, I cement them partially
. to the 1nside of the case, but not: so strongly
. that they cannot be removed therefrom with-:
Should 1t

ot serlouslv defacing s.ml COVOTS
be desirable so to du._ - SRR

.- When both case and ﬁ]v are put away with-
o -thelr contents the said leaves remain attached |
tothecase; butwhenitisdesired tousethecase |
- tor suceessivetiles, the former course should be

| ‘However, 1 am able to manufacture
cand - furnish my: files and e¢ases at so low u:
o an well afford to use the case:
-~ and file in eombination, and put both away
- with their contents as often as they may be-:

- price that one

: come filled, and S0 preserve the Iatter ) good

- condition.

The case may lm nmdu mth or mth(mt th(,

Hetters and

+

~ Fig. 2, near or upon desk 1), where it is con- | elastic straps ¢ c, and if made without them
- venient to open 1ty as shown m Iig. 1, and so |
~leave it during business hours, and deposit
. therein, in their proper places,
- other papers which it may be desirous to file
~away, and clow 1t subsequcntlv, as alnown m

and huang upon a hook, x, the front b will fall =
forward, as seen in Flg 1 the front being held -
in that posntlon by stay- tapes o, leaving the
file open for the insertion of papers into their
~proper spaces between the leaves e; butaif it
| is desired that the case shall be kept closed up,
tho elastic straps should be attached, as shown.
The cover d may be fastened in a c_lozsed_p_o-: SRR
sition by allowing the end of hook x to pass -
~up through hole »’ in said cover, or by tying
tape K through holes #n and #’; orif it be de- -
sirable to secure the contents of the case from -
{ all intrusion, said cover may be locked to the:

‘baeck by a ]mdlock

~What 1 claim as my 1twentwn T

A letter-file consisting of a case, A, havmgg e
a lunged_snde,_b with elastic bands cand stays
0, 80 a8 to open ;atthe;upperied:ge, and a series
of indexed leaves, B, bound to a back, », with -
‘intermediate uniform spaces, and adapted to .
3311{1 detachable fmm the case, all as set forth SRR

S JESSE F TAPLEl
Wltneqses*
W, H. CHAPW

H. A, CHAPIN.
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