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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 212,270, dated February 11, 1879; ' application filed
January 3, 1879, |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ERNsT ScHNOPP, of
East New York, in the county of Kings and
State of New York, have invented a,new and
nseful Improvement in Fastenings for Pocket-
Books, Satchels, &e., which invention is {ully
set forth in the following specification, refer-
ence being had tothe accompanying drawings,
in which—

IFigure 1 represents a side view of a pocket-
book, partly in section, containing my inven-
tion. Ifig.21s a cross-section of the clasp and
frame when shut. Fig. 3 is a similar seetion
thereot when it is open. Fig. 4 is a top view

- of a portion of the clasp, showing the locking-

latch. Tig. b is a cross-section of a pocket-
book, showing a modification of my invention.
My invention relates to means for fastening

' pocket-books, portmonnaies, and other like ar-

ticles; and it consists in a sliding U-shaped
clasp, which is arranged on the free edge of
one of the sides or walls of the pocket-book,
and 1s adapted to embrace the free edge of the

~other or adjacent side or wall thereof, the di-

rection of its movement being transversely to

the outer edge of the book, so that when this

clasp 1s moved to an inner position the said
two sides or wallsof the pocket-book are there-
by firmly held shut, and when the clasp is

- moved outward a sufficient distance the sides

or walls are free to be spread apart or opened.
With the sliding clasp is eombined a locking-
latch,whichis attached to the face of the clasp,
and 1s arranged to engage with a staple pro-
jecting from one of the walls of the pocket-
book,so that the clasp is adapted to be locked.
With the clasp is also combined a handle or
bail, the ends of which are attached to the
face thereof, so that this handle has two func-
tions, one being to carry the pocket-book, and
the other to move the clasp to an outer posi-
tion. | |

In the drawings, the letters A B designate

~two sides or walls of a pocket-book, and C is

a sliding clasp combined therewith according
to my invention. The clasp C is bentlength-
wise to correspond to the shape of the outer
or upper portion of the pocket-book, and on
1tsupper part—namely, that part thereof which
runs parallel with the top edge of the pocket-
book—it is shaped like the letter U in cross-

| section, a portion of the clasp being cut away

at each end, giving that portion thereof the
shapeotf an L. Itis essential tocat away one
side of the clasp at each end, as last stated, in
order to free the end parts or edges of one of .
the walls held by the clasp. In the end parts
of the clasp C are formed slots @, running in
a direction transversely to the open or top
edge of the pocket-book, through which slots -
pass pins d, projecting from one of the walls
A B. By means of these slots and pins the
clasp O is held on the pocket-book, and guided
1n its movements outward and inward. |

My sliding clasp is intended to be combined,
mainly, with a pocket-book, the walls or sides
of which are provided with the usual frames,
hinged together, in order to obtain a firm sup-
port tor the clasp, and I have so represented
the same, ¢ d being the portions of the frames ;
and 1t 18 applicable to pocket-books in which
the top edges of the sides or walls are ex-
posed, as shown in Fig. 1, or are covered by
a flap, as shown in I'ig. 5. My elasp, more-
over, may be made in one piece or in sections.

In Fig. 1, I have represented a portion of
the clasp Cin an inner position and a portion
thereof in an outer position, these two posi-
tions being those to which the clasp must be
brought when it is desired to close or open the
pocket-book.

Yhen my clasp is combined with a pocket-
book of the character shown in TFig. 1, I use
therewith a lateh,D,and also a handle or bail,
K. The Iatch D may be arranged in different
ways, and in the example shown it is pivoted
to the tace ot the clasp, as at e. This latel is
sitnated adjacent to a staple, f, which is se-
cured to the top edge of the wall,carrying the
clasp C, and which protrudes from a hole, ¢,
formed in a suitable part of the clasp, when
the latter is brought to an inner position, so
that when the latchis swung in the proper di-
rection it engages with the staple f and the
clasp 1s locked.

If desired,a locking-latch may be combined
also with the clasp of the book represented in
Kig. 5; but since the clasp is held down suffi-
ciently tight for all purposes by the flap of the
pocket-book there shown, it is not essential to
employ a latch for this purpose.

The handle I is flexible, and it is provided
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with enlargements % 7 at its ends, whereby 1t

is confined in loops ¢ ¢, attached to the face of
theclaspC. Thishandle E constitutesa means
for carrying the pocket-book, and may be so
used when the clasp C is locked, while, when
the clasp is released, the handle may be used
to draw the clasp to its outer position.

"What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. The combination, with a pocket-book, of

a sliding U-shaped clasp, which is arranged
on the free edge of one of the sides or walls
of the article, and is adapted to embrace the
free edge of the other or adjacent side or wall
thereof, the direction of its movement being
transversely to the outer edge of the book,

substantially as shown and herein described. |

2. The combinat_ion; with a pocket-book, of
a U-shaped clasp, arranged as specified, and

‘a lateh adapted to lock said clasp, substan-

tially as herein described. |

3. The combination, with a pocket-book, of
a U-shaped clasp, arranged as specified, and
a handle or bail attached to said clasp, sub-
stantially as shown and described, and for the

“object specified.

In testimony that I claim the_-foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 51st
day of December, 1873. |

TRNST SCHNOPP. [L.8.]

Withesses: |
~W. HAUFF,
Coas. WAHLERS.
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