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IMPROVEMENT IN HOT-AIR BATH APPARATUS.

sSpecification fmmmﬂ part of Letters Patent No. 212, 11, dated February 4, 1879 ; application filed
August 14, 1878.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it"known that I, TmomiAs KuECH, of
New York city, in the county of New York
and State of New York, haveinvented certain
new and useful Implovements in Hot-Air
Bath Apparatus; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full and exact descrip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, making part of this appli-
cation. _,,

Previous to my invention various contriv-
ances have been devised and patented adapt-
ed to be used for the purposes of giving hot-
air baths to invalids and other persons, in
most of which, however, the patient has to
either assume a reclining posture or submit
to the inhalation of the hot air employed to
sweat the body.

My invention has for its object to provide
for use an apparatus which, while it shall be
exceedingly simple and ecouomm of construe-
tion and will occupy very little room, shall en-
able the person using it to oceupy a sitting
posture during treatment without having the
head exposed t_o the action of the hot air; and
to this end and object my invention consists
In a box-like compartment of a size sufficient
. Tor occupancy by the person to receive the
treatment, and provided with a door for en-
trance and exit, niches for containing the
lamps for he&tmﬂ the air within such recep-
tacle,and means at the top for closing the box
at this part when the patient sifs down, with
the exception of an orifice sufficiently large
for the accommodation of his neck, whereby
the head only of the person protrudes from
the case, within which all the rest of the per-
son 1s inclosed in such manner as to effect the
proper treatment.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to more
fully deseribe the construction and operation
of an apparatus embracing the same, referring

by letters totheaccompanying drawings, mak-

ing part of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the appa-
ratus, with the front door and top lids open.
I'ig. 2 is a top view with the door and lids
closed, and If1g. 3 a vertical cross-section at x
z, Fig. 2, and showing the position of the per-
son taking the bath. -
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In the several figures the same part 18 des-
ionated by the same letter of reference.

A is a cabinet-like case or box of a size suf-
ficient to permit the presence, conveniently,
of & person in a sitting posture. This case or

| box 1s provided in front with a door, B,

through which the person .can enter the box,
and with the top lids C O, which, when
closed, shut up the top of the case with the
exception of a hole at D, (see Fig. 2,) some-
what larger than the neck of a person, and
which 1s formed by a semiciré¢alar cutaway in
the solid part of the top, and the two quarter-
circle cutawaysin two corners of the lid € C,
as clearly shown in the drawings., |

E E K are three (more or less) niche-like re-
ceptacles at the sides and back of the case A,
near 1ts bottom, for the accommodation ot
lamp cases or holders F I I, which latter are
made of sheet metal, of the form shown, (by
preference.) and contain each a spirit lamp, G.
Each of the lamp-cases I is made, as shown,
with an exposed door at /i, provided with holes
¢, Tor the free admission of air for the combus-
tion of the lamp, and each is formed, as shown,
with a perforated top at K for the escape of
the hot air and products of combustion from
the said lamp-case 111t0 the interior of the box
or case A. |

As illustrated at Iig. 3, M is a stool or other
seat for the patient, so located within the box
that the person’s head (when he 1s comforta-
bly seated on the stool) will be in the proper
position to protrude through the hole 1D, and
adjustable in height.

The operation- will be . understood to be as
follows: Having lighted the lamps, the per-
son enters the box or case A, and affer hav-
ing closed the door B seats himself upon the
stool M, closing the lids O C around his neck,
so as to leave the head protruding, as seen at
Ifig. 3, and-remaining in this position as long
as desired has all but his head subjected to
the action of the heated air in the box.

- If necessary, a towel, cushion, or other de-
vice may be placed around the neck of the pa-
tient, (by himself or attendant,) either above
or benemth the closed lids C C, to form a tighter
joint where the neck is smmunded bv' the
top of the box, and the temperature within

| the box may be' varied, of course, at will, by
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either the use of more or less of the lamps pro- |

vided, or by sometimes slightly opening and
reclosing the lids C C.

It will be seen that by fhe means shown
the person can very conveniently take a sweat
of any desired duration and intensity, while
at the same time the whole apparatus or con-
trivance provided for the purpose is of such
dimensions that it can be kept in a small bed-
room or other closet, and may be easily moved
about for use in a person’s apartments.

The stool M, I make to revolve on its pedes-
tal, so that the patient may turn round to
change the relative positions of his body to
the heating devices and hot-air currents dis-
charged therefrom, and also adjust the height
of the seat to suit him.

1t is proposed, of course, to use spirit-lamps
which will make no smoke, and the products
of combustion of which will not be unpleas-
ant nor injurions to the body of the person
using the bath.
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Having sufficiently explained the construc-
tion and operation of my improved hot - air
bath apparatus to enable any skilled person
to make and use the same, what 1 claim as
new therein, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In combination with the cabinet-like case
adapted to accommodate the patient, and pro-
vided with suitable doors and seat, and hav-
ing formed therein niches I, the lamp cases or
holders IY, constructed as described, remova-
ble from the cabinet, and adapted to receive
the lamps and air-currents from the outside,
substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand this Sth day ot August, 1376.

THOMAS KEECH.
In presence of—

HE. WOLFF,
JACOB FELBEL.
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