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To all whom i+t may concern :

Be it known that I, CHAS. J. WOLFF, of
the city of Newport, countv of Campbell, and
State of Kentucky, have invented a new and
usetul Improvement in Trusses and Abdomi-
nal Supports, of which the following is a speci-
fication: .

My invention relates to the construction of
a truss or abdominal support, and the mode
of securing it in position to the body of the
wearer.,

The object of my invention is to fit the sup-
port or trass to the body of the wearerin such
a manner that it will allow the body of the
wearer the utmost latitude of natural motion
and still be retained in position, with great
ease and comfort to the wearer.

The invention consists in the combination
ot a back-piece, two diverging straps or bands,
two mdependeut vertical springs, brought to-
cether at their lower ends, and havmn the
stl aps attached to them at thelr top and bot-

tom ends, and a clamping-bar attached to the
pad by an adjusting-screw, said bar having at

each end a notch, which embrace the Springs

in order to retain thL pad 1n proper position,

all of which will be fully hereinafter described
1n detail. |

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spective of my improvement. Fig. 2 is a hori-
zontal central section of the pad shown in

)

Ig, 1. Iig. 3 is a plan of one end of the

spring and strap attachment thereto.

A represents an ordinary umbilical pad and
a boss on the pad, adapted to fit into a rup-
ture to prevent hernia. B B represent curved
elastic steel springs, and should be highly
elastie, like the spring of a clock. C repre-
sents a clamp-bar, which has gains or notches
cut at the ends thereof to embrace and hold
the springs B firmly to pad A. D represents
a screw for J‘astenmn clamp-bar C to the pad
A. F G represent strap which are secured

at one end to buttons b b and g on the ends of
the springs B, and at the other ends to the
back-piece H, I represents buckles for tak-
ing up and letting out the straps.

In Fig. 1 the spring B is shown to come to-
gether below the pad, and pivoted together in
the form of the letter V, the lower ends of
which are arranged on or attached to the
shank of the button ¢; but a separate fasten-
1mmg could be used, it only being necessary to
hold the lower ends of the springs fogether.

The straps I G are spread some distance
apart, and effectually prevent the pad from
slipping up and down. The elastic springs BB
o1ve great latitude for movements of the body
1 bending, and yet the strain is always on
the center of the pad, which prevents draw-
ing or working when one end or strap receives
nle%ter strain thml the other by the motions
Of the body. DBy having the springs project
out from the center of the pad the body can
bend, and the springs, being highly elastic,
will 5101(1 to the motions of the body without
drawing the pad out of position.

1t 1s obwout:. that when an abdominal Sty-
port is to be employed the shape of the pad
will be that usually employed in that class of
supports, and the springs will be made to ex-
tend out from the pad in accordance with lo-
cation of the pad and size of the wearer.

Having described myinvention, whatl claim
as nevw, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

Th(, combination of the back-piece H, two
diverging straps, If and G, two md{,pu}dent
curved springs, B D, united at their lower
ends, and ha,vmn the etmps I and G attached .
to their ends, a centml pad, A, and a clamp-
ing-bar, C, attached to the chd by an adjust-
mn ecww, D, and having notches at its ends
embmeinﬂ the springs ]3 to retain the pad in
proper posﬂalon, .Substrmtlally as shown and
described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 19th day of October, 1878.

CHAS. J. WOLTT.

Witnesses:
L. Ii. Woobp,
W. D. Hunr,
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