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~ wherein—

- that illustrated being advantageous, because
“1ts polygonal form prevents its rolling about |

- 1ts side. An opening, B, is provided at the
-~ _upper or mouth end

- ing B, so as to adapt it to be readily passed
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To all whom it may concern: '
- Be it known that I, DANIEL L. MULFORD,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented an Improvement in Mucilage-
Holders, of which the following is a specifica-
tion: | | |
. My improved mucilage-holder consists of a
hollow compressible vessel, having a mouth,
in which is held a rubber made of sponge or
- similar porous and flexible material, through
which the mucilage contained in the vessel
may slowly pass, either by capillary attrac-
tion or by pressure exerted upon the sides of
~the vessel, the integral walls of which vessel
at 1ts mouth end are thickened to form a rigid
Seat to support a cover or cap which snugly
- fits over its mouth end, so as to form an air-
tight joint, whereby the said rubber is pre-
vented from drying up and thus becoming
~hard and useless, as it would do if exposed
to the air, and the moisture contained in the
mucilage with which it is charged thereby be-
comes absorbed., )

A device embodying my improvements is
1llustrated in the accompanying drawings,

- Figure 1 is an elevation, showing the cap
or cover removed ; and Ifig. 2 is a vertical sec-
- tion, showing the cap or cover in place. =
The vessel A is constructed preferably of
india-rubber, so that its body may be readily
compressed. This body may be of any shape,

or off from the desk when it is tipped upon

of this vessel, in which
13 a rubber, C, formed of a piece of sponge,
-~ wicking, bristles, felt, orlike substance, which

‘will permit the passage of a fluid through it,

either by pressure or by capillary attraction, |

the said sponge or similar substance extend-
Ing a distance beyond said mouth or open-

over a surface in like manner as a brush is
~used. - . S
- Thus constructed, the sponge or similar sub-
stance may be removed to permit the vessel
- to be filled with mucilage; or the same may be
drawn into it, when said rubber C is in place, -
by means of a vacuum produced by compress-
~ ing the said vessel while its rabberis immersed
~ 1n a quantity of mucilage, -

‘subsecribing witnesses.

When thus filled the rubber C will remain |

charged with mucilage, and the same may
be applied to paper or.to any surface by sim-
ply drawing the rubber C over or in contact
therewith, the quantity of mucilage deposited

thereon being regulated by the amount of

pressure exerted upon the body of the ves-
sel A, - . - |

A holder thus made possesses many advan-
tages over the common form of cup and brush,
such as the impossibility of spilling its con-
tents, breaking its body, &ec.; but it is obvi-
ous that unless the rubber C, which forms
the means of applying the mucilage and re-
mains constantly surcharged with the same,
Is protected from the action of the air, ex-
posure thereto will shortly absorb the moist-
ure contained in the mucilage, and thus dry
1ts gummy elements, and leave the rubber C
hard, stiff, and useless. To prevent this ac-
tion I provide the mouth end of the holder
or vessel A with a cap or cover, D, closely fit-
ting thereon, so as to envelop the rubber C and
exclude the air from access thereto, whereby,
when the said holder is not in actual use, its

rubber may be preserved in a properly moist-

ened condition for immediate use. o
It the vessel A is made of rubber, its up-
per end may have its walls thickened, as clearly
shown in Fig, 2, thereby affording a seat for
the cap or cover D, which latter may be of

‘metal, rubber, wood, -or other suitable sub-

stance or material which will form an air-
tight joint with the upper end of said vessel.
It may be desirable to provide the mouth
end of the vessel with a neck, as shown, and
shape the cover with a flange, «, so that aper- -
tfect joint may be secured by said cover bear-
ing both upon the sides of the neck and upon |
the shoulder ¢. S o .
What I claim is— - |
A mucilage-holder consisting of a compressi- -
ble rubber vessel having a mouth, B, through
which a projecting sponge communicates with
the Interior, which mouth end is provided with
thickened integral walls to afford a rigid seat

| to support a cap or cover; D, over said mouth

and exclude the air from access to the sponge,
substantially as described. = -

In testimony whereof I have signed myname
to this specification in the presence of two
‘Witnesses D. L. MULFORD.

- H.'F. MUNSON, ) '
- GEo. H. GRATAM,
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