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7o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Joun W. HyaTr, of
the city of Newark m the county of Lssex
and State of New Jersse}, have invented a
new and uscful Imprm*ement in the Manume-
ture of Piano-Keys, of which the following is
a specification, reference being had to tht ac-
conmpanying (11 AWINgs.

The invention relates to an improved key-
board for pianos, organs, and other analogous
instruments; and counsistsin covering a suita-
ble key bmrd blank oun its exposed upper sur-
face and edge with a sheet or seroll of some
plastic cmrnpogit_im}, which 18 cemented or
otherwise caused to adhere to the surfaces
whereon 1t is desired. After being thus
coated, the blank 15 cawed or otherwise sev-
ered into sections, cach one of which consti-
tates a covered key.

In this manner it is plain that at a single
operation an entire key-board can be cov eled
from which wihen severed the keys are formed
in this manner the old and tuhovs operation
of covermmg each key separately after it has
been form ed 13 entirely obviated.

weferring to the accompanying drawings,
Higure 1 1@1}1{3881115 a derspective view of a
key-board blank covered with plastic compo-
sition at the parts whereon the ordinary fac-
11 18 -w:alij tard.  Ifig. 2 represents a group
o_t the leys cut out of the covered Dblanlk.
¥ig, 3 represents a single key covered with
the plastic cemposition or facing.

in the accompanying Gnm*uzgh A repre-
sents a key-board blmlh, Lomimbtd of wood
or any other suitable material, of the size and
contour required to form the number of keys

{ the dimensions l@q11i1{;a1, Over the upper
surface and outer edge of this blank, and ce-
mented or otherwise secured thereto 111 2 Sult-
able manner, 18 provided a thin sheet or scroll,
B, of plastic composition. So far as known,
i) 18 material fermed ¢ celluloid 7 is the oest
adapted to the purpose of covering the blank,
though 1% 18 niain that other 1ﬂ¢1t611¢11b of a
plastm natore may answer. The covering of |

the blank with the sheet of eompomtlen o1 |
material compietes the first essential step to-
ward the production of the invention,

r

The next operation is to sever the blank
into sections of the desired size to form the
keys D,

Now, as the seroll B adheres very closely to
the board A, 1518 plain that at every opera
tion of the Se\; ering device a complete cm"ﬂr{,d
key 1s removed from the board, and that in
this manuer the keys may be very rapidly
and economically produced.

In securing the seroll upon the blank or
board, care should be exercised to see that it
18 111113* cenented at every place thereto, in
order that it may not be torn off or otherwise
displaced in the operation of cutting out the
keys.

Celluloid has been found to be admirably
adapted to serve for a covering, as it can be
readily and smoothly cut, is subceptlble of a
very high polish, 1s Tel} agrecable to the
touch, and if any ornamentation is desired
upon the surtace or edges of the keys it is
only necessary to warm the celluloid, and by
means of bultdb]} -shaped dies or instruments
impress the desired design, which is retained
upon the key, as the OOIl’lpOSIthll hardens upon
becoming cold.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. As a new article of 11].;1,1111hwtme a blank
key-board covered with a continuons strip or
roll of plastic composition, qubat{mtlfllly 8%
SpGGIfILd

2. The withm-deseribed process of forming
piano or analogous keys, which consists in
covering a key boald bL-mL with a strip of
pldmw material, and then cutting out efwh
key irom the cmted blank, abst‘mtmlly
specified,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing im-
provement in the manufacture of piano- hej, S,
as above described, I have hLereuntc set my
hand this 20th day of May, 1378.

JOHN V.

HYATT,

Yitnesses:
ABRAHTAM MANNERS,
Hanry Cox,
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