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Lo all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JosgpH FRANK, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented a mew and useful Improvement in
Hame-Fastenings, of which the following is a
specification:

I'igure 1 is a longitudinal section of my im-
proved hame-fastener, taken through the line
vz, HFig. 2. Tig. 2 is afront view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. - -

The object of this invention is to furnish an
1mproved attachment for hame-fastenin gs, to
prevent them from becoming accidentally un-
fastened, and which shall be simple in con-
struction and convenient and reliable in use.

The invention consists in the combination of
the catch and its spring with the hook-plate,
the eye-plate, and the lever of a hame-fastener,
as hereinafter fully described.

A 1s thehook-plate, and B is the eye-plate, of
~ a hame-fastener, upon the outer ends of which
are formed eyes a' b', to hook into the loops at
the ends of the hames. |

In the body of the plate B are formed a num-
ber of holes or eyes, 0% toreceive the hook a’,
formed upon the inner end of the hook-plate
A. The hook @ is slotted longitudinally, and
in the space thus formed is hinged the hook ¢!
ot the lever C, the hook of which is made of
such a shape that its cavity may correspond
with the cavity of the -hook a?.. With this
construction, when the free end of the lever
1s moved forward, the hook ¢! will draw the
hook-plate B inward and carry it outward over
the hook a? of the plate A, disconnecting the
fastening,

| To securethefastening, the lever Cis passed
through one of the eyes 4% and is then swung
outward, which causes the hook-plate B to
slide along the said lever C, and enter the
hooks ¢! «? of the lever C and plate A, as shown
1n Fig. 1. | -

In the body of the lever Crisformed anopen-
ing or slot, ¢% to receive the catch-hook D,the
base of which is pivoted to lngs formed upon
or attached to the hook-plate A. Upon the
base of the catch D is formed a shoulder,
| against which rests the free end of a sprin o,
H, the other end of which is secured to the
plate A by a rivet or other suitable means.

~With this construction the spring E holds
the catch D forward, securing the lever ¢ in
place, as shown in Fig. 1.

The head end of the catch D is rounded or
beveled, so that it will be forced back by the
lever U, to pass through the opening ¢ in said
lever, where it is held in place by the elasticity
| of the spring Il. With this construction the
lever C cannot move outward until the catch
D is first drawn back, which is not ligble to
occur accidentally.

Havingthus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
enf——

The hook D and spring B, arranged on the
under side of plate A, to operate in connection
with the slotted lever C, as and for the purpose
specified.

JOSEPH FRANK.

Witnesses:
' JAMES T. GRAHAM,
C. SEDGWICK.
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