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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

AUGUSTUS H. BURHANS, OF BURLINGTON, IOWA.

IMPROVEMENT IN ADVERTISING MERCHANDISE-CARS.'

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No.

210,595, dated Decembel 10 1878 ; apphcatmn filed

September 4, 1878,

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known thatI, AuGusTUS H. BURHANS,
of the city of Burhngton m the county of

Des Moines and State of Iowa have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in Ad-
vertising Merchandise-Cars; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to Whlcll 1t per-
tains to make and use it, reference being had
to the accompanying drawin gs, which form
part of this specification.

My invention relates to an Improvement in
merchandising-cars; and consists in a certain
combination of par ts hereinafter described
and claimed, for adapbmg the exterior of the
car to receive and display advertisements of
the house, person, or firm whose goods may be
transported in the car, or advertisements of a
general nature; the design being to provide
an agency-car, 111 which a salesma,n can travel
for numerous houses and sell their goods, or
show their samples and solicit orders.

In the drawing, Ifigure 1 represents a ¢ross-
section of a merchfmdibin o-car. Iig. 2 repre-
sents a side view of the same, adapted to re-
ceive and display advertisements.

A 18 the car, divided off in any suitable man-
ner upon the interior, for the transportation
and display of goods of various natures. No
particular arrangement of the interior of the
- car 1s essential ; but 1 prefer substantially such
an arrangement as is described in Letters Pat-
ent ﬂmnted to me March 7, 1876, No. 174,409,
1t 18 qmte essential, or, at lea,st 111*1'“*]115r deswa-
ble, in a car of this ‘nature that the advertise-
ments of the establishment from which the
goods emanate that are being transported
within the car should appear in public view
tipon the exterior of the car, so that the pub-
~lic may readily acquire a knowledge of the
goods thus exposed for exammatwu or sale.
bo also, advertisements of a general nature
mwht be likewise displayed. To this end I
dlmde off the exterior space upon the sides of
the car into suitable divisions or limited spaces,
divided, preferably, by suitable moldings, so as
to nnLe the advertisements separate an_(l dis-
tinct, - Withinthese the advertisements may be
inserted, either by fastening thereto a piece of

bhoard or metal upon Whlch the advertisement | parts secure and without rattling,

| has been painted or stimmped or the surface

of the car within the space mlght be suitably

smoothed and prepared to receive directly the

advertisement by having it painted upon or
transferred directly to the surface.

Spaces of the nature described are shown
at B upon the sides of the car, and I have also
indicated certain advertisements. This ad-
vertising is not necessarily limited to merchan-
dising-cars; but any other passenger or freight
car might be in a similar manner made to dis-
play advertisements by first forming suitable
surtaces to receive the adver tlsements and
then dividing off the space into ’bHOtl]lelltS by
suitable moldln s,

In order that the advertisement may be pro-
tected in Dbad weather, or when it is not de-

sired to display the adveltlsements, 1 prefer

generally to surround the car, or those parts
provided with advertisements, 'with tar paulin
or canvas, which may be rolled up beneath
the edge of the roof and secured in any suit-
able manner. Such canvas is shown at C and
if designed for use on passenger-cars and
others having windows there may or may not,
be spaces or openings through the tarpaulin
or canvas corresponding with the space occu-
pied by the windows of the car. So, also,
these advertisements, or any of them, may, if
desired, be covered with a plate of glass, so
that 1t shzmll always 111%1111:‘1111 18 bllﬂht and
clean condition.

The exterior surface of the car is divided off
into advertising-spaces by cleats or moldings
D D'y adapted to permit the ftdveltlsements
to be slipped into and secured in place, one
or more of said cleats being removably se-
cured to the car, whereby by removing said
cleat the advertisement may be slid in or out
of place. |

It will be observed that the longitudinal
middle cleat, D/, is secured by screws d, and
may be 1eadlly r(,moved Sald cleats are pro-
vided with elastic material, such as strips of
rubber I, which are interposed between them
and the advertising-plates, and serve to keep
water out from the joints.

Suitable pieces of elastic substance I are
also placed at different points between the ad-

vertising-plates and the cleats for holding said
Sliding
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o odoors Geare provided at the ends of the car,
1 whereby the whole of its interior: space nm‘v
onvieno o be atilized, and: the display or handling of the
v goods not be interrupted or dlsturbed b} open-
. ing and closing |
EEER RS .A car eonstructed and m"ovlded as tlms set-f

SEEEE RN ;forth forms amanufactnrer’s and dealer’s com-
e misslon, sample, and sale car, Whmh is the
e object {1;11(1 fm‘ture of my invention. .
ocncoon b ame aware (that heretofore means: muché
- similar to those above
oeoemployed for holding in: position ordinary ad- |
orovertising-plates, as the Jatter are: seeured to
oo objects: _ﬂthe:t than the exterior side of a rail-
o way-ear s hence Irestrict my invention to the |-
SRR 1)‘111310111%1' form descrived ' in the SpLCIﬁG:LthIl:%

& swinging door, v

-‘md set forth in the claim.
- What I elaim is— .

described have: been

- Armerchandising-car, A, having its exterior o0
suz’le ‘divided mito: advertising-spaces. I, ‘and: - o0
provided with a 101131@111:'1;1111,0,& seriesof oo
‘vertical molding cleats, D, a removable hori- 000
| zontal cleat, D% and. a,dvertismg plates fitting: -+ o0
within: wrooved ways formed: in' said cleats, to- .0
pether mth rubber strips I, inserted in smd? SENRARAS RS
grooves, and ‘Tabber pieces P interposed be- o
| tiveen said: plates and their: 1*espective spaces: i
at suitable: Lentml pomts thereof substan-é SRRERIRE RN
%tm'ih?%setforth
- Intestimony wher oflhfwe Q1gned :my name i
to this Speclﬁeatmn n the presence of twe sub e
é'scnbmﬁ wztnesse@, SERUUERERE
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