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To all whom it may concern : ' |
Be it known that we, JAMES H. WEAVER

and DE Wirt W. JUDSON, both of Chicago, |

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented ecertain new and useful lm-
provements in Mail-Bags, of which the follow-
ing,in connection with theaccompanying draw-
ing, is a specification: _

Figure 1is a side view of a mail-bag embody-
ing our invention; Fig. 2,a section in the plane
of the line z z; Fig. 3, a perspective, and X1g.
4 a section, of the lock cap or case in the plane
of the line ¥y v. |

Like letters of reference indicate like parts.

A represents the body of the bag or sack,
the upper part of which, to which our inven-
tion alone relates, consisting, by preference,
of two pieces of leather, ¢« and «', one some-
what narrower than the other, and lapped
along its lateral edges by the wider part, to
which it is there strongly fastened, as1s clearly
represented 1n If1g. o.

By this means & comparatively narrow open-
ing, extending across the upper end ot the sack,
is formed, and constitutes its mouth. We do
notintend, however, to restrict ourselves tothis
manner of construeting the body of the sack,
which, being comwnonly madeof leather or flexi:
ble or pliant material, may be drawn together
with facility at its mouth or open end.

B B are hooks or catches, firmly secured to
one side of the bag, near its upper end, the

hooked ends being uppermost and extending

outwardly. C is a flap or tongue extending
upward from that side of the bag to which the
hooks B B are not applied. This flap ortongue,
at its base or lowest part, is as broad, or nearly
as broad, as the bag when the latter is flat-
tened or its sides are drawn together at the
 mouth. It may in practice be continuous with
that side of the bag from whichit extends, or
of which it forms a part, as indicated in the
drawing. B’ B’are eyes or slots in the flap or

tongue C. These eyes or slots are adapted

and arranged to receive the hooked ends of
the hooks or catches B B when the flap or
tongue C is folded over the mouth of the bag,
as represented by the fall lines in Iig. 2 and
by the broken lines in Figs. 1 and 3.

inafter mentioned, to make the flap or tongue
C tapering, or to bevel its corners, as shown.

D is a broad flap attached to that side of
the bag to which the hooks or catches B B are
applied. The lower end of the flap D is ar-
ranged across the bagin a line a little way be-
low the hooks or catches B B, and 1s there
tichtly fastened to the bag. ltis also stitched
alongits sides tothe bag, thusforming a pocket
about the hooks or catches B B,and into which
the flap or tongue C may be thrust when ap-
plied to the said hooks, the tapering corners

of the tongue C permitting it to be arranged

easily in the pocket referred to. The loose or
free part of the flap D is sufficiently long to
told over the mouth of the bag, as represented
in Figs.1and 2. E L are hasps applied to
the free or upper end of the flap D. Fis a
lock applied to that side of the bag over or
against which the flap D is to be folded, and
any well-known or suitable lock may be em-
ployed for keeping the flap D closed.

We deem it preferable, in connection with
the lock, to employ the yielding clasps b b for
receiving the facing-slip or statement furnished
by the transmitting-office, and also to employ
means for holding the card or slide-tag con-
taining the name of the route or receiving-
office. [For the latter purpose a plate, either
attached to, arranged near, or forming a part
of, the lock, and provided with the parallel
leaves or lips ¢ ¢, will be suitable. The upper
or free end of the flap D may be cut away, as
shown at d, to allow the statement from the
transmitting-office to be stamped and to be re-
moved with facility by the proper officer, and
to render the stamping visible. This slip e,
by being partly covered by the flap D,1is,to a

‘eoreatextent, prevented from being accidentally

removed. We do not intend, however, to be
restricted to the means employed for holding
the slips referred to, as the chiet features of
our invention relate to the means employed to
close the mouth of the sack. |

It will be perceived from the foregoing de-
scription, and from reference to the drawing,
that the mouth of the bag is tightly and se-
curely closed by means of the reversely-fold-
ing flaps, one folded over the other, and the

We deem it preferable, for the purpose here- | outer flap being locked down to the side of the
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[ opg, Unlawiul manipulation of the contents | or more hasps, all arranged substantially as
T Of thga bag 1S as Gﬂectuauypreveutedaghele_ | Speclﬁed, Wlth relation to each Gthel,fﬂr the B G
~ tofore, while the bag may be opened, closed, | purposes set forth,
""" For the purpose of transporting papers and | external flap D, having therein the finger-
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