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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILHELM WETZEL,

OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN HATS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 210.441, dated Decembel 3, 1878 ; application filed
| May 6, 1878,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLaELM WETZEL, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented an Impwvement in Hats, ot which
the following is a specification :

Hats for men, and to a certain extent those
for women "IISO, as hitherto made, exert a
practically uniform pressure upon the entire
circumference of the head of the wearer, and
consequently press upon the frontal, oceipital,
and minor oceipital nerves with a force that,
however slightly perceptible, e
alyzes said nerves to a greater or léss degree,
and gives rise to headaches, neuralgia, and
in very many instances to permanent bftlduess

The object of this my invention is to obvi-
ate these detrimental results by providing a
hat with which all pressure upon the atoresaid
nerves is entirely avoided.

Figure 1 is an inverted plan view of a hat
made according to my invention, and Ifig. 21s
a horizontal sectional view taken through the
band of the hat.

The body, brim, lining, bWEELt band, &ec., of
the hat may be of the usual form and Struct

eventually par-

I that when the hat is placed on the head one
of said indentations, recesses, or cavities will
be brought over one of the said nerves. Ifor
emmple, taking a hat of fwenty-one inches
internal circumference, and starting ifrom the
median line of the for ehead the mdentatwns
recesses, or cavities mtended to relieve the

| two frontal nerves will be upon opposite sides

of said median line, and each at a distance of
about one and one -half inch from said line.
Measuringinabackward direction about seven
and one-half inches also from said line on each
side, the localities for those intended to relieve
'the minor occipital nerves will be indicated,
and measuring still farther back from said me.

t dian line on each side and to the back part of

the hat a distance of about nine and one-halt
inches, the localities of those intended for the
velief of the occipital (meaning the larger oc-
cipital) will be found.

It is, of course, to be understood that these
directions are genel al, and that the width of
the indentations, 1ecesses, or cavities aftore-
sald should be Sufﬁclent to obviate the neces-
sity of close calculation as to their respective

ure,and consequentlyneed no detailed descrip- | localities, their relative position being sub-

tion here.

Underneath the usual sweat-band (shown at
« In Fig. 2) 1 place strips b, of felt, leather, or
other suﬂ:&ble material, w1th Sp&()eb a’ between
the adjacent ends of said strips. The latter
are secured 1n place by cement or other suifa-
ble means. As a consequence there i1s pro-
vided in the inner circuimnterence of the lower
portion of the hat a number of indentations,
recesses, or cavities, ¢, the sweat-band a sink-
ing (or being sunk or impressed) into the
spaces a,

The number of indentations, recesses, or
cavities ¢ corresponds to that of the nerves
hereinbefore specified, so that when the hat is
placed upon the head the sald indentations,
cavifies, or recesses will be brought over the
sald nerves and the latter, as a consequence,
wholly relieved from any pressure, 1t being,
of course, understood that the said indenta.
tions, recesses, or cavities be properly located

or pl.;wed 11 such position along the hereinbe- |
fore-specified inner circumfereuce of the hat |

stantlally that above indicated, althouahth elr
absolute distances apart must HBCBSS&l 115' vary
somewhat with different sizes of hats.

It is also to be understood that the method
or means of providing the indentations, re-
cesses, or cavities may be varied, 1t being sut-
ficient for the purposes of my invention that
the indentations, recesses, or cavities be pro-
vided in such number and position as to re-
lieve the frontal, the occipital, and the minor
occipital nerves from pressure, as herein set
forth.

What I claim as my invention 1s—

The hat made with theindentations, recesses,
or cavities ¢, provided in number and relative
position to reliéve the nerves of the head from
pressure when the hat is worn, substantially
as and for the purpose herein 5613 forth.

WILHELM WETZEL.

Witnesses:
HENRY HICHLING,
H. W. ELLs, Jr,
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