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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM H. REIFF, OF NEW HAVEN, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF HIS RIGHT
TO GEO. 8. CURTIS, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN TOY TORPEDOES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 210,267, dated November 26, 1878; application filed
November 7, 1878.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Wum., H. REIFF, of New |
Haven, in the county of N ew Haven and State
of Ommeetleut have invented a new Improve-
mentin ToyTerpedoes, andldoherebydeclare
the following, when taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings and the letters of
reference marked thereon to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, “md which

sald drawings constitute part of thls specifi-
cation, and represent 1n—

Figuare 1, front view. Tig. 2
method of usmn 1t as a toy.

This invention relates to a device for
ploding detonating pellets, the object being
principally, for use as a toy, but is eppheeble
to other and useful purposes; and it consists in
a metal body heavier at one end than the
other, constructed with a cavity to receive the
pellet and with a movable plug or hammer,
loose to move to or from the seat of the pellet
and so that by throwing the thing the he%west
end will be foremost, and from tlus end the
plug projects, so that that plug striking and
the momentum of the body following will pro-
duce explosion, as more fully heremafter de-
scribed.

A 1s a piece of metal, made larger at one
end, B, than at the Other C, or Wewhted SO
that in bem othrown or felhnn the end Bi 18 fore—
most. Near the heavier end is a cavity, d,
the upper surface of which forms a seat, on
which to place the pellet. |

D 1is the plug or hammer, ‘u‘rtmﬂed In a ver-
tical line, and free to be meved tow.;u*d or from
the pellet seat in the cavity «.

illustretes the

l..

The end C is constructed so as to be se-
cared to a cord, chain, or other device. In
1ts use as a toy the child places the pellet onto

| the seat «; then, holding the cord in one hand,

throws the instrument from him. The heaviest
end, always foremost, brings the end of the
hemmer into eouta(,t with the pavement, or.
body it meets, which, combined with the mo-
mentum of the body, brin os the hammer with
force onto the pellet sufﬁe1e11t to cause explo-
sion.

By the use of the term “pellets” all similar
articles are included.

This article is useful as a burglar-alarm—as,
for instance, it may be suspended near a door
or window, and so that the opening of the
door or window will disengage it, and 1in fall-
ing, the heavier end certain to be foremost, the
hammer strikes and produces the explosion
and alarm.

While it 18 preferable to make the cavity
near the heavier end, its locality is not essen-
tial, as it may be neerer the lighter end, the
pluﬂ extending through the he.:w1er end end
to the seat for the pellet

I claim—

The combination of the metallic body, heav-
ler at one than the other, with a cavity to re-
ceive the pellet, and a plun“ projecting . from
the heavier end and free to be moved to and
from the seat of the pellet, substantially as
deseribed. |

WILLIAM H. REIFL.

Witnesses:

JOHN li. LARLE,
J. H. SHUMWAY.
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