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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES ANNIN, of Le
Roy, in the county of Genesee and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Spring - Hooks for
Check-Reins; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
malke and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification. B

This invention relates to that class of de-
vices used upon the harness of horses for the
purpose of retaining the check-rein in position,
and usually called a ¢ check-hook,” the object
of the invention being to relieve the muscles
of the horse’s neck of the great faticue cansed
by using an unyielding check-hook.

Many devices have been invented to accom-
plish this result, among which may be enu-
- mmerated elastic check-reins of various kinds
and a sliding check-hook drawn back by a
spring coiled around its slide, all of which
have failed to come into general use from the
tfact that they were lacking in simplicity of
‘construction or durability, '

The present invention consists in forming
the check-hook of a spirally-coiled spring,
which is secured at one end to the saddle of
the harness, and provided with a sliding hook,
to which the check-rein is attached, all being
constructed and arranged as will be hereinaf-
ter fully deseribed. B

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is.
a side view of the spring-hook, rein-hook, and
saddle, to which they are attached. Tig. 2 is
a front view of the same. Fig. 3.is a side
view of the spring-hook extended, together
with a sectional view of the saddle, showing
the manner of attaching the spring-hook to it.

The harness-saddle is constructed in the or- |

of the coiled spring when drawn out.

dinary manner, and is represented in the draw-
ings by the letter A. To the front side of this
saddle 1s attached, by means of the screw-
bolt @ and metal loop b, a spring-hook, B,
composed of one or more spirally-coiled steel-
spring plates, and provided at the extremity
farthest from the saddle with a cross-piece, d,
which prevents the rein-hook C from slipping
off the end of the spring-hook when the lat-
ter is uncoiled. A friction roller or rollers, ¢,
to act upon the plate of the coiled spring, and
pivoted between the jaws of the rein-hook, re-
lieves 1t from excessive friction upon the plate
It will
be apparent that when the check-rein is at-
tached to the hook C a limited movement will
be allowed the horse’s head, sufficient to re-
lieve the muscles of his neck from undue strain,
while the check-rein will always be taut and
111 its proper position with relation to the other
parts of the harness.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, the following : _

1. The colled spring-hook B, formed with
one or more spring-plates, and provided with

a cross-piece, d, at its extremity, as and for

the purpose specified. |

2. The saddle A, in combination with the
spring-hook B, provided with end cross-piece
d and loop b, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. | N _

3. The combination of the saddle A, coiled
spring - hook B, and rein-hook C, provided
with friction-roller ¢, for the purpose of retain-
ing a check-rein in position, as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereunto affix my signature in pres-
ence of two withesses. ~

' JAMES ANNIN,

‘Witnesses:

E. P. HALBERT,
1. K. WOODWARD.
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