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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

‘WILLIAM F, HATFIELD, OF ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY.

'IMPROVEMENT IN MANUFACTURE OF WASTE-PAPER BASKETS.

Specitication forming part of Letters Patent No. 209,168, dated October 22, 1878 ; application filed
o January 28, 1878.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM T. HAT-
~ FIELD, of the city of Elizabeth, in the county
of Umon and State of New J ersey, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in the Manufacture of Waste-Paper Baskets ;
and 1 do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof
Wthh will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.
| My invention consists in the manufacture of

“baskets by weaving flat blanks of crossed
splints, placing the same on a former and
weaving the end splints together, and then
applymg hoops and a bottom, the ends of the
body-strips being sprung into recesses in the
hoops, whereby thev are held in a state of ten-
sion, as fully described hereinafter.

My method, described in detail, is as fol-
lows, reference being had to the annexed
drawing, in which—

Figure 1 represents a basket made DY my
1mp10ved method, and Ifig. 2 a piece of woven
material or blank as it appears when prepared.
to construct such a basket; and Fig. 3, a sec-
tion of the rim.

The form of basket being predetermmed a
blank is prepared corresponding in width to
the height of the basket, and 111 length to the
e11=eumference of the same

The pattern for weaving the blank may con-
s13t merely of a drawing on a board, on which
the splints are then woven .;wcordmﬂ‘ to the
pattern so drawn, after which the blank 1S
ready to be becmed to the form, which con-
sists of a block corresponding in size and S]J.:LPB
to the basket.

The blank is first secured to the form by

snitable straps, after which the ends of the |

| splints are woven towether so that when com-

pleted the place where Lhe ends were JOlIled
18 not perceptible.

To strengthen the basket I secure a nrooved
hoop or other suitable strengthening Dand or
strap at the top or bottom, or both. It isalso
further strengthened by means of the bottom
board, which is secured, say, two inches trom
the bottom ends of the splmtb, or at any de-
sired height from the base.

The hoops may be made of wood or of sheet
metal bent to clasp the ends of the slats all
around, or of other suitable material. |

Prior to applying the top and bottom hoops
« a, the splints are expanded by any suitable
means, so that their ends may be introduced
into the grooves ¢, Iig. 3, of hoops larger in
diameter tha,u the hottom board. B_y this
means the splints thus bent or sprung out

from the bottom board are under a constant

tension, which tends to hold the ends in con-
tact with the hoops and impart rigidity to the
article.

1 elaim—

1. The within method of making baskets,

‘which consists in weaving a flag blank of

crossed splints, placing the same around a,
former, and weaving the ends of the splints
tomther, and then applying hoops and a bot-
tom, whereby the splints are held rigidly to-
gether, as set forth.

9. A basket in which the Lody-strips are
sprung outward at the top and bottom, and
into recesses in hoops a, as and for the pur-
pose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereto affix my si ﬂ'nature in presence

 of two witnesses.

WILLIAM . HATFIELD.

Witnesses: | |
OLIVER DRAKE,
P. J. INSLEE.
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