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To all whom it may concern : |
~ Be it known that I, AMELIA A. HEATON, of
Binghamton, Broome county, State ot New

York have mvented a1 Improved Laundry- |

- Bar or Clothes- -Drier, of which the following 18
a specification:
~ The object of my invention is to provlde for
laundry .or household use a neat and simple
clothes rack or drier, having a light, strong
and 1nexpensive constl uctwn, which may be
folded together into a flat compactform when
not in use, and which when extended for use
shall present a symmetrical appearance and
afford a large capacity within small compass.
The inv thIOIl consists, mainly, in a laun-
dry bar or rack formed of two X- shaped fold-
ing standards, between which a rack or bar
fmme 1S pu*oted so that the whole may be
folded into a flat parallel form, or be ex-

panded to plesent the rack- hame in an 1in-:

clined overhanging
ticles of clothing.

- The invention also embodies minor features
of construction, as hereinafter fully set forth.

In the dmwmﬂ's annexed, Figure 1 presents
a side elevation of my 1mpr0ved laundry-
rack in an extended position, ready for use.
If1g. 2 is a front elevation thereof when in a

posmon to receive the ar-

folded and locked position, and Flg 3 18 a |
| inclined position at about an angle of forty-

vertical section on line # # of Fig. 2

As shown in the drawing, A A/’ indicate the
standards of the device which form its outer
sustaining-frame, and which respectively con-
sist of two apri ght bars, a ¢/, pivoted to each
other at about the center of the height by a
wooden pin, b, 8o that the standards may thus
be expanded mto the X form when the device
1s distended for use, as shown in Fig, 1, or
may be placed in parallel position when the
device is folded together, as shown in Figs. 2
- and 3.

The standard-bars «/, which are the shorter,
are arranged on the inner side of the longer
bars, @, as shown, and are joined together at
the top by a cross-round, ¢, which extends
horizontally from one bar to the other, its

ends being tirmly fixed in the standard-bars,

s0 as to brace and rnigidly connect them to-
gether, The long outer bars, a, are similarly

joined at the top by a like (,mss round, d, also
having 1ts ends rigidly fixed in the b"us, S0

I that these rounds thus firmly connect the
standards together, and form an integral sus-
taining-frame thereof.

Now, between the standards and on the
| fixed cross connecting-rounds ¢ d a pivoted
rack or bar frame, B, is sustained. This is
formed of side b&ra e 6 parallel with and of
the same size and form as the standard-bars,
and which are rigidly connected at mtermls.
by tixed cross-rods f f, disposed parallel to and
symmetrical with the fixed connecting-rounds
| ¢ d of the standards.

i The lower cross-round, ¢, of the standard

extends through Ioosely- ﬁttlng holes in the
side bar of the frame B, at about the center
thereof, and forms at once the pivot on which
I it swings, and also the central rod of the rack-

frame, Whﬂe the upper round, 4, which forms
| the tOp rod of the rack-frame, extends through
slots ¢ ¢ in the top end of the rack-bars e e,
which allow a sliding movement of the fr&me
thereon when the device is folded or opened.
The frame may, however, be pivoted on the
upper round,and slotted at the center to sllde
upon the 10Wer round, 1f preferred.

The arrangement and connection of the
parts are such as will now be observed, that
when the devi ICB is fully expanded, as Shown in
Kig. 1, the rack-frame assumes an OVGIh&I] ging

five degrees, more or less, as this position is
thought preferable, thou gh a more nearly level
position may be adopted, if desired. When
the device is thus expa,nded 1t will be seen
that the rods 7 f of the rack-frame, including
the rounds ¢ d, are conveniently available to
receive the articles of clothing and present a
large capacity therefor within a small com-
pass, thus presenting a neat symmetrical ap-
pearanceand occupying but asmall floor-space.

‘Theupper extremity of thestandard-bars a a/
terminate in knot-shaped ends %, which promi-
nently project ifree of therack-frame, so as to
form salient points,on which larger and heav-
ier articles of clothing may be readily hung,
as shown in Fig. 1. |

When the device is not in use it may be
folded into a perfectly flat compact form, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3; and to retain the same
safely in this position, the standards are pro-
vided with a locking- bam, C, which engages
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with the swinging rack-frame when folded
into theflat forms shown in Figs. 2and3. This
locking-bar C is connected to the smaller -1
a' o' of the standards, near the base thereof,
by two cross-rounds, % ., which join the stand-

ards together at the base and further strength-
en the same, while the rounds are themselves
stiffened by the central bracing position of the

lock-bar C, which is fixed thereon. The upper
end of this bar has a rounded notch, 7, ap-
proached on each side by inclines, and which
is adapted to engage with the lower round of
the rack-frame B by springing the same over
the incline into the notch, when the device
then becomes firmly locked in the folded posi-
tion, as shown in Figs. 2 and 5. | o

When required for use, the device may be
instantly expanded into a working position
by springing the rack-frame from the locking:-
bar, swinging out the frame, and distending
the standards, the construction being such
that the rack may be sprung out from either
side of the locking-notch and swung in either
direction with equal facility.

The laundry-rack thus formed is composed
“entirely of wood, without any metallic fasten-
ings, which are objectionable for laundry pur-
poses ; and the construction combines light-
ness with strength and simplicity with dura-
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| bility, and in a neat symmetrical design em-

bodies capacity with compactness.
What I elaim as myinvention ig§—
1. A clothes-drier or laundry-bar formed of

two outer X-shaped folding standards, A A/,

joined at their upper ends by two fixed cross-

rounds, ¢ d,in combination with an inner rack-
frame, B, mounted within or between the said
standards, and at the top thereof, on the
cross-rounds ¢ d, being pivoted on one round
and capable of sliding on the other, so that -
the parts are capable of being expanded to

present the rack-frame in an elevated over-

hanging position, or of being folded into a
flat parallel form, substantially as herein
shown and described. T

2. In combination with the folding stand-
ards A A’ and pivoted folding rack-frame B,

| held between the said standards, the notched

locking-bar C, fixed to one branch of the

| standards on the cross connecting-rounds & A,

and adapted to engage with the rack-frame by
springing the rack into thelocking-noteh when
the parts.are folded into a flat parallel form,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.
| . AMELIA A. HEATON.
Witnesses: R -
JOHN D. HEATON,
FRANK IF'ISHER.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

