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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES A. HOTCHKISS, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN CURRY-COMBS.

Specification forming part of Lettoers Patent No. 208,8%9, dated October 8, 1378 ; ﬂpphenhon filed
October 6, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES A. HoTCH-
K188, of the city of Bridgeport, county of IFair-
held, and State of Connecmcut have invented
cerfainnewand useful Impr ovements in Curry-
Combs and Brushes; and I do hereby declare
the following to be A full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this-specification, in which—

IFigure 1 represents a perspective view of £
curry-comb containing my invention. Iigs. 2
and 3 represent modifications of my invention.

1t 1s often desirable to grasp the curry-comb
or brush over its back between the fingers and
thumb, instead of using the handle usually at-
tached. With the curry-combs and brushesin
use prior to my 111\?611131011 No means were pro-
vided for affording a firm and convenient sup-
port for the ﬁl‘l“elS and thumb, so that the
comb or brush could be grasped between them.

The object of my invention is to provide
means by which the brush orcomb can be firmly
and conveniently held betweeu the fingers and
thumb when 1n use.

To this end it consists in a orasping dewce
for the fingers located at or near the front edge
of the (301111) or brush, and a rest for the thumb
opposite, or nearly bO to the said grasping de-
vice, the two Dbeing Gonstmcted and co-oper-
atm g as will be more fully hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed.

In the drawings, A represents a grasping
device located at or near the front of the comb,
and secured thereto by rivets passing through
it and the back of the comb. This device 1s
bent or arched over the back to afford a con-
venient and firm- support for the fingers. b
18 a thumb-rest, secured to the back of the
comb by rivets passing through 1t and said
back. This is made of a width and height
sufficient to afford room for the thumb of the

. hand to rest against it without coming in con-

tact with the horse when in use. This rest

‘shall now deseribe.

| may be elongated and the ordinary side handle

C attached thereto when found desirable.

I do not confine myself to the exact manner
of attaching either the orasping device A or
thumb-rest B to the comb shown in Fig. 1 of
the drawings, as many modifications thereof
may be devised by a skillful mechanic which
would come within the seope of my invention
as mechanical equivalents, some of which 1
Thus, the thumb-rest b
might be made in the form of ring, and this
ring be secured to the comb by riveting, as
Shown in Fig.2 of the drawings. It mlﬂ'ht be
made Wlthout the elongation above descrlbed
for the handle, but teI minate in a curve, as
shown in Ifig. 3 of the drawings. It might be

made in one piece with the knockers, as-shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3 of the drawings.

The baclk of the comb may be made open or
closed, as desired, in any of the well-known
forms 'in common use and the knockers and
comb-bars of any demmble shape.

It is obvious that my invention may be ap-
plied to brushes as well as combs.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Tetters
Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a curr v-comb of &

grasping device, A, an d a thumb- rest, B pl‘lced

opposite or nearly opposite each othel, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

2. The combination, with a curry-comb, of a
grasping device, A, an(l athumb-rest, B placed
opposite or nemrly opposite each other and a
side handle, C, snbstantially as shown fm{l de-
scribed.
 In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my 11*’1,1116 in the presence
of two witnesses.

CHARLES A, HOTCH KISS

Witnesses: |
JONN I. ACKER, Jr
C. H. McIEWEN.
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