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T'o all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, Wu. S. Boyp, 3d, of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Shafts
ior Vehicles; and I do hereby declare that the
tollowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the
‘etters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to shafts for vehicles ;
and it consists in providing the same with
breech-band and trace-holders, and in the con-
struction and combination of parts, as will be
hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the annexed drawing, Figure 1 is a plan
view of a device embodying my invention, and
Ilig. 2is a section of the same, taken on line
y y of Kig, 1.

- A Avrepresent a pair of shafts for a vehicle.

At a suitable point on each shaft A is fast-
ened a clip, B, the upper side of which is
tormed with two lugs, ¢ @, and between these
lugs is pivoted a serew, b. Upon the screw b
1s adjusted a block, d, as shown.

Crepresents the breech-band, made of metal
or any other suitable material, and having its
ends formed with screws ¢ ¢, which are screwed
into the blocks d d, thus connecting the breech-
band by joints with the shafts.

On the back of the breech-band C, a suitable
distance from each end, are lugs x z, between
which 18 pivoted a rod, . This rod extends
in an inclined position, as shown, and passes
through the extended bottom plate or bar of
a clip, D, fastetied on the shaft. On the end
of the rod is a nutyf, and surrounding the rod
between the clip-barigd a shoulder, %, on the
rod 1s a spiral spring¥®:.. The springs ¢ 4 are
recoil-springs to take the first strain in holdin o
back, and to return the breech-band to its
proper position. |

At asuitable distance in front of the breecl)- |

band on each shaft are secured two clips, I j D
the tops of which are connected by a bar or
plate, I, having lugs m m at its ends, and
through these lugs is passed a rod, n, having
a hook, 2!, on its front end, and a head, 7, Ol
1ts rear end. There is also a shoulder, $, ON
the rod in front of the rear lug, and between
this shoulder and the front lug is a spiral
spring, p, surrounding the rod. The traces.
are connected to the hooks ! of the rods =.

The shafts are to be held up by means of
straps attached to their front ends and con-
nected to the hames or breast-strap of the
harness.

By my invention I do away with everything
of the leather harness except the collar and
hames, and the traces will be magde much
shorter than usual. | '

The joints connecting the breech-band (
with the shafts A may be made in various
ways; hence I do not limit myself to the par-
ticular joints shown and deseribed.

Having thus fully deseribed my Invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure hy
Letters Patent, is—

| 1. A breech-band, C, connected by suitable

Joints to the shafts, and provided with one or
more recoil-springs, substaritially as herein
| set torth. |
2. The combination, with the shafts A A, of
| the clips B, pivoted serews b, with Dblocks d,
breech-band C, rods %, and springs 4, substan-
tially as and for the purposes herein set forth.
. 3. The combination, with the shafts A A, of

!

| the clips F, bar I, with lugs m, rod », having

hook =, head #? and shoulder s, and the
spring p, substantially as and for the purposes
herein set fortl.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
Iy own 1 have hereto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIANM S, BOYD, 3p.
Witnesses:

GEORGE M. SHETTER,
JOHN L. KUEHN.
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