9 Sheetas~Sheet 1.

A. W. HALE.

Picture-Framse.

Patented Oct. 8, 1878.

No. 208,681

SRSTEER— O AN

s SN LT
IR ) R\QE&\ h & o iy
. == M . .\.Ih%wﬁg e T R AR — _-_—.

< Qo
o ¢
ﬂ\\wﬂ |, T

e AT T
i AR Y ) F L .‘..ﬁ-‘..‘..‘.-\.‘.‘ y _'-.l,‘-."t.’._, =, B —nnm L
.\v.__%r o e e e

34

Ta VD

/

/
f
/

Y
4 4.
L

Y

T N
[ 3

irvrﬂ‘r"-"--*.

\"i'uu- e_.’h:['[:? r

N.PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D. C.




9 Sheets—Sheet 2

A. W. HALE,
Picture-Frame.

‘No. 208,681. Patented Oct. 8, 1878.

. - . - P P . . . . . . P . . - . Lot . . . . . = . - . . - . . . . - . - . - . - - - e
Ii - r—— A ) PR . . . . . . i . . . - i . . . . . . . - . - R .
. - . . - - . - .
. . . . - . _' . . r - - 0. . - - .. . . . - . . " . = - - T . - . .
. - . . " - . - . L " " . . . '




UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT W. HALE, OF NIIW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN PICTURE-FRAMES.

Speeification forming part of Letters Patent No. 208,681, dated October R 1372 application filed
November 22, 1877.

Lo all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ALBERT W. HALE, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and useful Adjustable Picture
or Map Holder; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
sceription thereof, and of its construction and
operation, reference being had to the accom-
Panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, and making a part of
this specification. |

My invention consists of a device for hold-
ingand suspending pictures, engravin gs, litho-
graphs, photographs, chromos, drawings,
maps, plans, and architectural or mechanical
drawings, which can be used as a temporary
frame, or as a substitute in place of frames as
ordinarily constructed, and which is also ad-
Justable in size and proportion, so that the
same device or holder can be used for pictures,
maps, drawings, &e., of different sizes, at the
pleasure of the user. |

Iigures 1, 2, and 3 show a holder arranged
for a square picture or map, and Iigs. 4 and 5
are arranged for a picture having a length
greater than its breadth.

It consists, generally, of corner pieces or
clamps constructed to receive the corners of
pictures, maps, &e., and so that they can be
securely fastened thereto, with which may be
-~combined a series of braces, which have move-
ment on each other to adjust the holder to
different - sized pictures, maps, &c., and by
which the picture or thing held can be strained,
a8 required.

The corner pieces or clamps ¢ « may be
made of metal, cast in one piece, or of wood
or composition; or the faces only of such
clamps may be of wood or composition, with
a metal or other strong back, fastened to-
gether by screws or other sufficient fasten-
ing; and the faces of such corner-clamps
may be made of various ornamental designs,

as preferred. Projecting from the back of

such faces are pieces b b, which form a right
angle with each other, and against which
the edges of the corners of the picture, map,
&c., rest; and connecting such right-angled
preces b b is a cross-bar, ¢, through which
passes a screw, d, for attaching the clamp
to the picture and holding the latter against

| the back side of the face of the clamp.
| corner - pieces also receive the ends of the

Such

braces hereinafter mentioned, which can also
be fastened by the same screws d ; O any
equivalent device may be used. |

The braces ¢ ¢ e ¢, connecting with the cor-
ner pleces or clamps a «, may be made of va.
rious materials or forms, but, preferably, as
shown in Ifig. 3, the outer ends being curved
or bent, so as to rest upon the back of the pic-
ture, map, &e., at their corners, and press the
Same, as the screws d are turned, against the
back of the face of the clamp. These braces
are held together at the center by plates f ¢
and a screw and thumb-nut, 2. The plates 7,
which confine the ends of the braces together,
are provided with lugs or projections 4, (shown
by the dotted lines in TFigs. 2 and 3,) to pre-
serve the parallelism of such braces, and ecause
them, as they are expanded, to strain uni-
formly the picture, map, &e. These braces
may also be so placed as to overlie each other
at the center, and be held in position by a
clamp embracing them, a screw being used, as
before, to hold them in any position, as re-
quired by the size of the picture, &e.

Another arrangement of sucl braces is
shown in Tfig. 5, the braces being united by
means of rivets & & and serews [, with thumb-
nuts passing through slots ¢, so as to act as a
toggle-joint. By this method greater force to
strain the picture, &c., may be bron ght to bear
upon the corners by applying pressure at % J.

Other modes of connecting and arranging
such braces may also be made use of, the par-
ticular mode not being material so long as
such braces are capable of expansion and con-
traction for the purposes mentioned.

If the picture or map is small and on thiclk
heavy paper, then only its corners will require
protection and support, and in such case only
the corner pieces or clamps a ¢ are necessary,
which can be attached without the hraces e e,
and with or without a glass to cover the pic-
ture, &e.

If the picture or map is upon flexible paper,
or such as requires support besides at the cor.
ners, then in such case the braces ¢ e can be
used in connection with the corner-pieces ¢ a,
as shown in Iig, 2,

If the picture or map is of considerable or
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large size, and on paper thatis thin or flexi-
ble, (as is very frequently the case in maps,
engineers’ drawings, and similar representa-
tions,) a device for extending the braces ¢ ¢
equally and simultaneously, so as to strain the
paper uniformly, is desirable. Such a deviee
is shown on Sheet 2, I'igs, 4, 4*, and 4"

Along the edges of the braces ¢ ¢, at their
ends which enter between the plates /g, are
fixed toothed or geared metallic or other strips
o, with which gears or works a piion, s, which
may be, and preferably is, upon the same pln
which confines suel plates and the braces to-
cether. Dy the usc ot such deviee the strain-
ing orsmoothing of large pretures, maps, draw-
ings, &c., is casily effected and without injury
of such papers.

The holder and its picture may he suspended
by attachinga cord around the serews by which
the upper corner-clamps ave seeured to the pie-
ture, or by attaching such cords, when 1t 18
desired to have the picture hang at an angle
with the wall, to the braces ¢ e by means of
holes or rings » #, placed at ditterent points,
according to the desired piteh of the pieture.

The holder and its inclosed picture, map,
&e., may also he suspended by cords attached
as follows: The ends of the cord are attached
to the upper serews, d d,or a perforated prece
projecting downward therefrom, and is then
passed through two holes, m w’, in a block or
slide, n, and atterward through two holes 1 a
hook, p, attached to or connected with the
lower screw, . and then back through the
hole ' in the slide n, and the other end ot
the cord is secured in the same manner on the
other side of the frame or holder.  The fric-

tion of the cord in the holes in the hooks p p
tends to Ikeep tant that part of the cord be- !
tween the upper and lower fastenings, and the
blocks or slides n slide on such cord, so that
the picture or map may be hung at any de-
sired angle.

The same resualt, though 1 not

{

so perfect a manner, can be secured if there is
but a single hole in the hooks p; and the shides
or blocks n are dispensed with by attaching
the free end of the cord, by a ¢ half-hiteh,” to
the other part of the cord, which will act S1ni-
larly to the slides or blocks », and thus admit
of adjustment, so that the angle of the picture
with the wall may be varied.

What 1 claim as my invention 18—

1. .\ picture or map holder consisting of the
corner picces or clamps @ g, rigid in all their
parts, having projections b b, to take and hold
the corners of the picture, and a cross-bar, ¢,
or its equivalent, to take a screw or other de-
vice for fastening the corner ot the pieture in
the corner-piece.

2. An adjustable picture or map holder hav-
ing separate corner pieces or clamps a 4, for
receiving and securing the corners of the pie-
ture or map, in combination with the adjusta-
ble braces e ¢ ¢ e, so connected with each other
as to be movable upon or in respect to each
other for varving the size and form ot the
holder, and either with or without the holes
or rings r » for suspending the same, substan-
tially as described.

3. In combination with the corner-clasps «
and adjustable braces e, or their cquivalents,
the gearing mechanism o p, or 1ts e¢quivalent,
tor the purposes set forth.

1. The mode of arranging and fastening the
suspending-cords by attaching the same at the
upper and lower sides ot the holder, and then
connecting therewith the free end of the cord
by means of the slide u, or its equivalent, sub-
stantially as deseribed, for suspending the
holder from the wall at different angles of HE
clination.
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In presence ol—
S. NELSON WIIITE,
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