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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, FREDERICK B. MILES
and ROBERT M. MILES, both of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Connections for Railroad-

Tracks, of which the following is a specifica- |

tion :

Our invention relates to an improvement
in that class of railroad-tracks which are made
in sections, two rails with transverse eross-
bars in each section, for use on plantations
and other localities where cheap and easily-
lald tracks are in demand; and the object of
our 1mprovement is to so construct the ends
of adjoining sections and so adapt them to
cach other that they shall be self-retaining in
their proper lateral and vertical position in re-
lation to each other, and this object we attain

in the following manner, reference being had-

to the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view, partly in section,
of portions of two adjoining sections of a rail-
road-track; Fig. 2, part of Fig. 1, showing
the manner of fitting the sections together;
Iig. 3, an end view of one of the sections;
Fig. 4, a side view; and Fig. 5, a plan view,
showing sections laid at an angle in respect
to each other. ' '

A and A’/ represent the end portions of two
adjoining sections of a railroad-track; B B,

the two rails; D the end cross-bar of the sec-
tion A ; B’ B, the rails, and D’ the end cross-

bar of the adjoining seetion A’." .

We prefer to make the cross-bars, of which
there are an appropriate number in each sec-
tion, of T-iron, the rails being riveted to the
- Cross-bars. | |

All the rails of the two sections m‘é beveled

preferably to an angle of forty-five degrees,

the beveled portions of the rails of each sec- |

tion bearing such relation to-the end cross-
bar that the pointed ends x of the said rails
will extend beyond the cross-bar. =
YWhen two adjoining sections are fitted to-
- gether the projecting pointed ends of the rails

1

of one section will bear on the cross-bar of
the adjoining section, as shown in Fig. 2, so
that the end of one section of the track can-
not be raised independently of the end of the
other section.

We bevel the ends of the rails of the two

‘sections in the manner shown in Fig. 1, so

that when the sections are fitted together they
will be self-retaining in their proper lateral
position; but for this purpose we rely, in ad-
dition, upon lips @ a, one at each end of the
end cross-bar of each section, so that the

1 pointed ends of the rails of the Section A will

fit into the angular spaces y of the section A’,
the lips on the eross-bar D’ of the section A’
thus serving to insure the coincidence of the
rails of one section with those of the other.
When the track has to be laid on a curve
the sections may be arranged at an angle in

| respect to each other, in which case the pointed

ends of the rails will continue to perform the
duty of maintaining the rails of adjoining sec-
tions in their proper relative position. (See
Kig. 5.) _ -

We claim as our invention—

1. The combination of the end cross-bar D
and beveled rails of one section of a railroad-

| track and the end cross-bar D’ and beveled

ends of the rails of an adjoining section, the
projecting ends of the rails of one section be-
ing arranged to bear on the end cross-bar of
the adjoining section, all substantially as set
forth. |
2. The combination of the two sections hav-
ing beveled rails with cross-bars D D/, hav-
ing lips a, as specified. - |
In testimony whereof we have signed our

names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FREDERICK B. MILES.
ROBERT M. MILES,

VWitnesses: ‘ N
HENRY HOWSON, Jr.,
HARRY SMITH. &
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