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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, CHARLES FLETCHER

- PECK, of (Jeorgetown in. the District of Co-

lulllblﬂ have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Conductors’ Ifare - Controllers,
which improvement is fully set forth in the
following specification.

The object of my invention is to secure a
correct return from car-conductors or others
charged with the collection of money:.

The invention consists in a new device or
fare-controller, and in the combination, con-
struction, and arrangement of parts, as Tiere-
inafter more fully set forth.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of
the fare-controller. I‘ln 2 1s a side view, and
Kig. 3 represents a central longltuduml Sec-
13101'1

The following is a description of my inven-
tion and the mode of using the same. A long
strip of paper, (marked A in the drawings,)
upon which are printed consecutive numbers,
1n the form of coupons, is made up into a roll,
as shown in Fig. 3, and inclosed in a case, B, of

this case 18 a tail-piece or strip-holder, C, which
is a flat strip of metal just the Wldth of the
paper strip, having a narrow flange turned
over on each edge. A narrow slot in the case
allows the paper sirip to be passed out and
pushed along the tail-piece or strip-holder, the
edges being conﬁned by the narrow ﬂfmoes SO
that the end-of.the paper strip, with the num-
bers on 1t, 1s exposed to view, and at the same
time 1t 18 conﬁned to the metft,l strip.

In the drawings, Fig. 1, the flanges on the

two sides of the tail- plece or strip- Tolder are
represented as connected by narrow cross-

pieces; but these pieces, while they assist in
retaining the paper strip in position, are not
necessary to the successtul operation of the
apparatus and may be omitted.

The entire case 18 to be fastened in some
conspicuous position upon the person of the
conductor by a staple, D, on the back of the
case. This staple may be passed through an
eyelet-hole in the coat, and secured by a pad-
lock on the inside of the coat. I prefer, how-
ever, to make the staple large enough to re-
ceive a strap or belt, Wth].l 18 pl%ed about

“the body of the colleotm? and securely locked
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in position to prevent removal. This staple
should also secure a hinged lid, B, covering
the opening in the case B, by which access is
had to the inside theleof so that when the
padlock 1s on, the case cannot be opened or
the list be tampered with, or a similar case
substituted for the one sup’plied the conductor.

Whenever the conductor collects a fare he
1s required to give the passenger a coupon
bearing one of the numbers, which he fears

] off from the strip. The lower edge of the tail-

piece or strip-holder serves as a detaching-
edge.

As the numbers are- consecutively printed,
the last one remaining on the strip will indi-
cate how many have been torn off, and there-

fore how many fares have been collected.

To induce the passengers to look for and de-
mand their coupons upon the payment of their
fares, a printed notice should be placed con-
slncuously before their eyes to the effect that
passengers must preserve their coupons as evi-
dence of payment until they leave the car;
otherwise they may be called upon to pay a
second time. At some convenient place on
the line an agent should enter the car and call
upon passengers to exhibit their coupons. It
is not necessary that this should be done at
every trip of every car. The fact that it is
sometimes done will admonish passengers that
they should have the requisite evidence of pay-
ment. Any passenger who has once been
called upon to show his coupon will be likely
to insist thereafter upon hisright to have one,
especially when a notice to that effect is nﬂ'ht
before his eyes.

It will be observed that the coupon answers
its purpose when it is once torn otf by the con-
ductor. It isof no practical consequence what
becomes of it afterward. 1t isonly fo be given
to the passenger to insure its being torn “off

The conspicuous exhibition of the numbers
on the printed slip informs each passenger of
the number of the coupon he is entitled to re-
ceive, so that an attempt to pass off an old
coupon which the conductor had picked up
would be exposed. Instead of this method of
civing the passengers the coupons, any other
disposition may be made thereof as 1s seen fit.

If necessary, these printed slips could be
made in a great variety of colors, and widely
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different in appearance, so that the conductor
could not possibly provide himself with cou-
pons bearing any resemblance to those upon
his strip. |

If two or more rates of fare are to be col-
lected the case can have two or more strips is-
suing from it, and a coupon can be taken from
cither, accordmg to the farepaid and collected.

H&vm g thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

A conductor’s fare-controller consisting of
a receptacle inclosing one or more rolls of con-
secutively -numbered coupons, as described,

the same being combined with a strip ‘holder i

| and a means of attachment to belt or wearing-

apparel, substantially as shown and set forth,
so that a portion of the strip 1s, of necesswy
exposed to view upon the person of the con-
ductor as the same is drawn out or moved for-
wagd for the detachment of coupons, as specl-
fie

In testimony whereof Thavesigned thisspeci-
fication in the presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

CHARLES FLETCHER PL CK

Witnesses:
EwWELL A. DICK,
AMORY BLAKE GIBBS.

LY
.
!
"x
;
!



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

