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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, LEON LOEBENSTEIN, of
the city and State of New York, have invented

an Improvement in Clasps for Supporting |

Stockings, &ec., of which the following is a
specification: |

Clasps for stocking-supports have been made
of sheet metal in the form of double levers,
with jaws to grasp and support the stocking
or other article of apparel, and a spring has
been used to keep the jaws together.

My improvement relates to the clasp made
of sheet-metal levers, hinged together near
the center,and provided with recesses or dome-
shaped cavities struck up in the metal for re-
ceiving the helical expansive spring that
presses the jaws together, and there are wings
at the sides of the levers to cover up the heli-
cal spring, and serve as guides to lessen any
lateral strain upon the pivots of the lever.

By this construction the helical spring is
held in place without the use of pins or other

tastenings, and the parts of the clasp only re- |

quire to be set together.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a longitudinal
section. Iig. 2 is a side view. Fig. 3 is a
cross-section at the line 2 2, and Fig. 4 is a
plan of my said clasp, which is represented
of an enlarged size for greater clearness.

The two parts a b of the clasp form levers

~ that are pivoted together by a cross-pin, c,

that passes through the ears d, that are of
sheet metal, of the levers and folded at right

angles to the surfaces of such levers. The

cross-pin ¢ is a folded piece of metal with an
eye at the junction of the two parts, so as to
form a spring and allow the pin to be with-
drawn and the levers separated when desired.

Each lever has at one end a jaw, with or with-
out serrations or teeth, to insure a firm grasp
of the material placed between the same.

In each lever there is a dome, 4, of sheet
metal, struck up or formed in the said metal
S0 as to project from the outer surfaces of such
levers and form recesses that receive the ends
of the expansive helical spring o, which acts

to close the jaws of the levers, and the domes
I allow for the introduction of a helical spring
of the necessary length. Af each side of the
lever @ there are wings I, bent at right angles
to the body of the lever, and formed more or
l less ornamental in appearance, and these ex-
tend outside of each edge of the lever b, and
are adjacent to the helical spring o, s0 as to
partially inclose said spring, and at the same
| time lessen the risk of any foreign substance
becoming entangled in the spring.

The loop or mortise % at the back end of
the lever b allows the clasp to be connected
with an elastic or tape, by which it is sus-
pended to form a stocking-supporter.

I claim as my invention—

1. The clasp made of two sheet-metal levers,
united by a removable spring-pin, ¢, and pro-
| vided with the recesses or domes 4, in combi-
| nation with the helical wire spring, the ends of
which pass into such domes, as set; forth.

2. The lever ¢ and wings I, in combination
with the lever 0, domes 4, and helical spring o,
as set forth. | |
- Signed by me this 8th day of May, A. D.

1878. _
LEON LOEBENSTEIN,

Witnesses: R
GEo. T. PINCKNEY,
OHAS- Hl SMI‘TIHI
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