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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW VAN BIBBER,
of Cincinnati, Hamilton county, and State of
Ohio, have invented a certain new and useful
Burial-Safe; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which my invention relates
to make and useit, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the safe;
Fig. 2, a sectional elevation of the same, and
Tig. 3 a sectional view of a modification.

Similar letters refer to similar parts.

My invention has for its object to provide a
strong and secure protecting-case for coffins, |
which, when placed within a grave and prop-
erly fastened and weighted, shall prevent ac-
cess to the coffin for the purpose of removing
the corpse therefrom within the time necessary
for body-stealers to perform their work.

“To this end the invention consists in & case
much larger than the coffin, composed of
wrought-iron or steel, preferably in the form
of bars, and provided with a suitable cover
adapted to be locked or otherwise secured on
the inside of the case, said case being lowered
into the grave either before or after the coilin
is placed within it, and after having its cover
fastened the earth shoveled into the grave
fills the case and covers the coffin, thereby
making the structure very heavy and render-
ing it impossible for body-thieves to lift 1t out
or gain access to the coffin, and preventing
them fromreaching the fastening devices with
the necessary tools for cutting or breaking the
fastenings of the cover.

Inthe accompanying drawings, A represents
the burial-safe, substantially of the form
shown, and B the coffin deposited therein.

The safe, as will be observed, is made much
larger than the coffin, and is composed either
of perforated metal or of wrought-iron or steel
bars or rods O C, properly welded or riveted
together, soas to formlarge interstices, through
which the earth will readily pass to the inside
of the case for filling it and covering the coffin.

By making the case of large wrought-iron
or steel bars they cannot well be broken or cut

with sharp instruments to the requisite extent

1 for access to the coffin before the parties oper-

ating upon them would be detected.

D is the cover, composed of similar bars of
iron or steel, and preferably hinged to one side
of the case at I E B by very strong and se-
cure hinges. The free edge of the cover 1s se-
curely fastened to the opposite side of the case
by long metal hasps F I¥, which pass down in-
side the case to a point near the bottom, where

they are fitted upon staples G G, and pad-

locks H H passed through the staples and
locked. Thus a secure fastening is provided
for the cover, located at a pointnear the bottom
of the grave, thereby affording additional se-
curity, because the grave would have to be en-
larged and the earth almost entirely removed
before the fastenings could be reached.

To use the protecting burial-safe, the coffin
containing the corpse is placed within 1t, either
before or after it is lowered into the grave,
which should be dug in length and width
about the size of the case, so that the latter
will it into it easily. After the coffin i3 de-
posited: within it the cover is fastened down
by the padlocks and the grave filled in. The
earth readily passes through the interstices of
the case, completely filling 1t around the cotlin,
as shown in Fig. 2, and may be rammed or
packed in with suitable instruments through
the openings between the bars. The earth
also enters the padlocks, stopping up the key-
holes, and therefore preventing the locks from
being picked should body-thieves ever succeed
in reaching them. By this means the safe 1s
so heavily weighted that it cannot be lifted
out of the grave by ordinary means or manual
efforts, nor can the earth be removed to lighten
it, while the location of the padlocks with re-
spect to the bottom of the case prevents them
from being reached within a time necessary
for the thieves toperform their work, and their
position on the inside of the case prevents ac-
cess to them Ly such tools as would break the
fastéenings. | |

If desired, the case may be provided with a
shelf or false bottom, I, to support the coffin,

and the space beneath the shelf filled with

stones K, or other heavy substances, to in-
crease the weight of the case, asshownin Ifig. J.

I do not wish to confine myself to the means
herein deseribed for fastening the cover of the




case,as this may be donein a variety of ways |

which will render it perfectly secure without
departing trom the spirit of my invention;
neither do I limit myself to the use of hinges
for the cover, for i1t also may be fastened by
other devices than hinges.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A case or burial-safe for profecting coffins
containing dead bodies, composed of metal
with perforations or interstices, and a cover of
like construction, adapted to be firmly fastened
in place, sald case being of a size much larger
than the coffin, whereby, when the latter is de-
posited within it and the whole lowered into
the grave, the case may be filled with earth
through its openings forthe purpose of weight-

ing it, so that 1t cannot be removed by body-

stealers, substantially ¢s deseribed.

2. The case or burial-safe, of larger size than

the coffin it is to receive, and composed of
wrought-iron or steel bars or rods riveted or
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otherwise secured together, so as to leave in-

terstices between the bars, substantially as
described, for the purpose specified. |

3. The metallic open-work case or burial-
safe, of larger size than the coffin it is to re-
ceive, provided with a metal cover of the same
construction, adapted to be locked or other-
wise tagtened to the case on the inside thereof,
substantially as described, for the purpose
specified. | .

4. The combination of the long metal hasps

I I and their locks or fastening devices with

the cover D and case A, the locking-point of

such hasps being near the bottom of the case,
substantially as described, for the purpose
specified.

In testimony of which invention I hereunto
set my hand.

| - ANDREW VAN BIBBER.
- YWithesses: y
JOHN L. JONES,

IHOWARD DOUGLASS.
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