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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES R. BECKER, of
Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore and
State of Maryland, have invented a new and
usetful Improvement in Cigar-Tip Protector
and Piercer, of which the following is a speci-
fication:

The invention relates to an improvement in
cigars, and will first be described in connec-

tion with the drawing, and then pointed outin

the claim. .
A represents the cigar, which is of ordinary
shapeand construction. bis the tip-protector,
consisting of a cone-shaped cap of thin metal,
which may be stamped by dies or otherwise
-formed 1nto proper shape to fit on the head or
tip of the cigar, as shown in Figure 1, and is

provided with a pointed pin, ¢, secured with-

in the cap at its apex, and projecting outward

a short distance from the opening, ‘When the |

cap 1s adjusted on the cigar this pin pierces
the end 1n a manner readily understood.

The cap or tip-protector maybe formed from
a blank, the shape of which is shown in Fig.
4, d forming the apex, and ¢ the open end,

which isfolded in & manner to bring the edges |

Jf f together.
When the cigar is manufactured this cap is

put on and the cigar is sold in this shape, the
purchaser withdrawing the cap and throwing
it .away. Thus an ordinary cigar provided

| with this tip-protector and piercer consti-

tutes a new article of manufacture.

The advantages of this device are: the pin
serves to pierce the end of the cigar, while the
cap preventsthewrapperon the end from unroll-
ing, and protects the end from injury otherwise :
1t is ornamental ; and, when the cigaris about
to be lighted by the smoker, the cap serves as
a ready means for the removal of the pin.

Furthermore, a special advantage is that

-thepin and cap, having been adjusted upon the

cigar in the green state, or immediately after
1ts manufacture, the pin remains in position
while the cigar seasons, whereby it follows
that upon the removal of the device the per-
foration is found to be clear, and will remain
open, enabling the cigar to be smoked with-
out cutting off the tip. Thus a cigar pro-
vided with this combined device and sold as
one article has advantages not afforded by
any mere tip-protector or separate perforator.

Having described my invention, I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent—

The new article of manufacture—a cigar
having its tip or mouth end provided with the
combined protecting-cap b and piercing-pin

¢, as set forth.
CHARLES R. BECKER.
" Witnesses:
CmaAs. B, MANN,
JNO. T. MADDOX.
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