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To all whom vt may concern

Be 1t known that I, VALENTINE DBECKER,
ot Cineinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Oluo.. have Invented a new and use-

ful Impmvement in Lever-Presses, which im- |

- provement is fully set forth in the following
specification and accompanying drawing, in
which—

Tigure 1 shons a perspective
my press; Ifig
and lever.

The object of my invention is to provide a
sate, convenient, and at the same time power-
ful 1)1ess for use in packing hides, ‘tobacco, or

elevation of
o detail drawing of ratchet

.—n’?i.

meat; and 1s composed of levers in combina-

tion with improved stops and ratehets, as will
hereinafter be more fully deseribed m1d set
forth.

In the drawing, I? represents the bed of my
press, whichr is provided with four vertical
posts, O O, secured rigidly to the bed P, two
of the% posts being placed parallel to each
other on one side ot the bed, and two of them
on the opposite side of the pleqs -bed.  These
posts are bound together at the top by a cross-
beam, RR. This cross-beam i1s provided with
two pulleys, K. Weights I are placed be-
tween the vertical posts O O, and connected
with the cross-beam S of the follow-board J
by ropes or cords, which pass over the pulleys
K. By means of these weights the follow-
board can be easily raised w Len the pressure
is released.

I have also rigidly attached to the bed P,
and close to ‘the parallel posts O O, two ver-
tical ratchet-bars, A, the upper ends of which
are fastened to the cross-beam R. On these
ratchet-bars I place a movable sheath, B,

which has an enlargement at its base 011 011(3 '

side. The upper end of this sheath 13 rigidly
attached to the end of beam S. This sheath is
provided with slots C/ in the enlargement of
the base. A lever similar to D in Fig. 2 is
also pivoted to sheath B on the opposite side
of the sheath by means of bolts D’. The le-

vers D are connected at the lower end by a
bolt, C, which traverses the slot €/, said bolt
bemn used 1n the operation of the 1‘)16&8 as a
]_mwl for engaging the ratchets on bar A.

I also pwot a curved lever, I, to the piv-

| otal point D/ of lever D, satd curved lever be-

ing provided with a Splmﬂ 1%, to be used as
will hereinafter be described in the operation
of the press.

H represents a lov cr, having an upwardly-
curved extension, I, and a pawl, H/, for en-
oaging the ratchet-har A, and is conneeted
with the sheath B by a level G.

In the operation of my pless I first plau?
the levers in the position shown in Ifig. 2.
It will be observed that the pawl C pr events
the sheath B, and consequently the follow-
board J, ir 0111 being raised or from moving
upwnd 1f, now, the handle of the lever 11
be lowered or deplessed the sheath B, being
connected with the lever, will follow thls move-
ment. At the same tlme the downward in-
clination of the teeth on bar A will allow the
pawl C to pass over the point of one tooth
and engage 1n the ratchet next below. The
handle of lever H will then beatits lowerpoint.
By drawing the lever II from the bar A the
pawl H’ w All then become disengaged, and
the handle of the lever can be raised fm(l all-
other tooth engaged, repeating the operation.
When the follow-board 1s at its lowest point
and the material has been sufficiently pressed
the curved lever If is thrown over to the left
of pivot D’/. The handle of lever H is then
lowered. This motion brings the point Li of
the lever I in contact with the curved lever
I, and the spring I¥, acting against lever D,
as shown by dotted lines in Ifig. 2, disengages
pawl C from the ratchetf. The sheath B and
follow - board J remain stationary, however,
being held so by pawl H’ on lever H. As
the handle of the lever 11 1s raised the sheath
B is correspondingly raised, allowing the
pawl O to pass one of the teeth in bar B and
engage in the ratchet next above.

If it is desired to entirely disengage the
pawl C from the ratchet on bar A, the lever
1% 18 thrown to the left of the pwotml point D/,
and its lower end then pressed against lever
D. The spring ¥/, as before, will then act
against lever D and disengage pawl C. A
button or stop, I, is then tulned, and pre-
vents lever E from releasin glever D, as shown
by dotted lines, Iig. 2.

Having thus described my invention, what




I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. In a lever-press, a sheath or case, B, hav-
ing an enlargement at the base and a recep-
tacle for a pawl and journals, substantially as
shown and described.

2. In a lever-press, pawl G, levers D and E,
spring E’/, and Dbutton If, in combination with
sheath B, substantially as described, and for
the purpose specified.

3. In a lever-press, the lever H, having an
~upwardly-curved extension, L, and lever G,

in combination with sheath or case B, sub- |

stantially as described, and for the purpose
specified. B

?
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4, In a lever-press, the combination of le-
vers H G D E, pawl C, and spring E/ with
sheath B and ratchet-bar A, substantially as
described, and for the purpose herein set forth.

5. Inalever-press,the combination of sheath
B and levers with the weight I and pulley K,
substantially as described and herein set forth.

In testimony that I eclaim the foregoing 1L
have hereunto set my hand this 3d day of De-
cember, 1877, in the presence of witnesses.

VALENTINE BECKER.

Witnesses:
JOHN A. HUGHES,
FRANCIS E. ZERBE.
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