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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES V. BOETT-
NER, of the city of Pem county of Miami,
and State of IIldl‘H]'l, have made a new and
useful invention in Tension-Holder for Wag-
- on-Brakes and analogous purposes, of Which
the following is a specification:

The natare of this invention relates to the
construction of a clamping device for holding
the tension-lever of a wagon-brake, the object
being to produce a cheap and efficient device

for holding brakes when set under strain with-

out the aid of a ratchet or pawl.

The accompanying drawing forms a part of

this specification, and shows aperspective view
of & device embodying my invention.

The letters marked on the drawing denote
the parts indicated by a like letter in this
specification.

A represents a detached section of the side
of a wagon-box, showing the method of at-
taching the device when used in connection
with the common wagon-brake. Db represents
the tension-lever. This lever is pivoted at ifs
lower end to the lower edge of the box A, and
extends sufficiently high to be convenient to
- the driver. C represents a bar of 1ron in the
form of an arc, bent to a circle whose radius
1s equal to the distance from the pivot in the
lower end of lever B to the point of intersec-
tion with the arc C. This bar is bent laterally
at each end of the are, so as to form an offset
to throw the arc.out slightly ifrom the box,
and to form feet, by which it may be fastened
to the box. The rear end of the bar 1s ex-
tended and curved inward, so as to receive
the pivot that receives the lower end of lever
B. The loop D on the side of thelever B em-

braces the arc C, by means of which the lever

is guided and supported
The tension-lever B and the bar ¢ and its

manner of attachment are old and not of my

ivention.

It represents an clbow-shaped dog, pivoted
loosely near the elbow to lever .
this lever hangs nearly parallel with the lever

One arm of

B, and is provided near the lower end with the
long mortise ¥, through which the arc C passes
loosely; but when this arm is allowed to swing
out of pm allel with the lever the ends of the
mortise K will impinge against the opposite
edges of the arec C, thus rendering the lever
B immovable 1n one direction.

Now, it will be seen that if the tension-le-
ver B is attached in the usual manner to the
brakes of a wagon, the brakes may be set and
firmly held by the dog Il at any point on the
arc C without the aid of a ratchet or pawl

G represents a trip-lever, made in the form of
an inverted lefter T, having three arms. The

‘rear short arm is pivoted to thelever B. The

opposite arm is pivoted to the upper end of
the trip-rod H. The lower end of the trip-
rod is pivoted to the horizontal arm of the
dog L.

1t will be seen that the position of the long
arm of the trip-lever G to the handle of thb

tension-lever B enables the operator to gmap

both levers with one hand, and by pressing
them together the dog IZ 1s dlsenguned and
the lever B may be :heeh moved bac,lc and
forth; but on releasing the grasp of the lever
G the welght of the houz@nml arm of the dog
CAUSCS the other arm of the dog to swing ont
of parallel with the lever B, w 11611 the ends of
the mortise I will impinge on the arc C, and
hold the lever from moving back

To compensate for any irregularity in the
curve of the are C the dog I is made with an
elongated eye, so as to allow it to rise and
fall on the piv ot by which it 1s fastened to
the lever B.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 clfum 18—

In combination with the lever B and arc 0
the trip-lever G, dog L, and trip-rod H, wllen
constructed, armnged, and_combined as and
for the purposes hereinbefore set torth.

CHARLES Y. BOLT’I“Q iR.

Witnesses:

H., I UND]:RWOOD,
L. Ii. WHEELER.
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