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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JouN W. THOMPSON,
of Greenfield, in the county of Franklin and
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have in-
vented anew and useful Improvement in Trays
for School-Blackboards, ot which the follow-
g is a spectfication:

Blackboards for educational purposes have
within the past few years become indispensa-
ble, and various inventions have been made
for their improvement and for their conven-
ient use with the necessary appliances.

My invention is for an improvement in the
tray for holding the chalk, crayons, rubbers,
&e., and for catching the pulverized chalk and
(lust falling from the board. -

Heretofore it has been common to make at
the bottom of the blackboard a narrow tray
or shelt with a protecting ledge of sufficient
depth and width to hold the rubbers, the
crayons, and the chalk used upon the board,
and to receive the chalk-dust, which in use
drops down in considerable guantities, and is
often-quite a nuisance, by covering the eray-
ons andrubbers, and by being often blown ac-
cidentally or intentionally into the room.

The object of my invention is to provide a
tray which shall conveniently hold the cray-
ons, rubbers, &ec., and permit the chalk-dust to
sift through into a receptacle below, where it
18 retained secure from aceident till intention-
ally emptied.

The invention consists in providing the
tray, extending its whole length and breadth,
with a screen of wire-gauze suitably secured
on the sides, and supported by slight bars D
running across it.  Upon this screen rest the
crayons and rubbers, confined by the sides of
the tray, while the challk-dust drops through
into the bottom of the tray, and the crayons
and rubbers are thus kept clean.

Another great advantage is that the rub-
bers can -be instantly and tidily cleaned by
merely drawing them along the screen.

The screen can be made of a slight frame
forming the tray, or (which perhaps would be
the more convenient way for boards already

in use) the frame or tray holding the screen
rising above the wire-gauze enough to protect
the crayons andrubbers from falling, and drop-
ping enough below it to allow for the accu-
mulation of chalk-dust, might be attached by
hinges or otherwise to the edge of the tray al-
ready in use, being constructed so as to take
out or to turn over to remove the chalk-dust.

It will be at once perceived that by this con-
trivance the dust cannot accidentally or inten-
tionally be blown about the room, and only
removed as occasion may require.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the blackboard ; B, the tray for holding
the chalk, crayons, and rubbers, and to re-
ceive the dust falling down the face of the
board ; C, the sereen forming the cover of the
tray supporting the crayons and rubbers, and
through which the dust falls.

The tray B is to be made wide enoungh to
conveniently hold the rubbers and crayons, ex-
tending the whole length of the board, a part
of which is the wire screen C, holding the rub-
bers, and allowing the passage through it of
the falling dust.

I do not confine myself to any particular
mode of securing the screen, so that the dust
may readily be removed, but have found in
practice that one of the two methods indi-
cated above is preferable.

1 am aware that blackboards provided with
trays covered with wire gauze or netting have
been made and used, and, in view of the pat-
ent granted by the United States to H. B.
Marshall, No. 169,649, November 9, 1875, do
not claim, broadly, this device.

What I do elaim is— |

In combination with the blackboard A, the
tray B and screen C, when said secreen is se-
curely fastened to its frame and supported by
strips or stays D, as and for the purpose set
forth. | '

JOIIN W. THOMPSON.

Yitnesses:
JAMES 5. GRINNELL,
IFRANCIS M. THOMPSON.
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