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- To all whom it may concern :

~Be it known"that I, GEORGE H : '5'FATHAN,

- of 'Washington, Distriet of Columbia, have

- invented certain new and useful Improve-

- ents in Mail-Bag Tasteners; and I do here-

by declare that the following is a full, clear,

- “and exact description of my invention, which

< will enable others skilled in the art to whch

© it appertains to make and use. the same, ref-

- erence being had to the accompanying draw-.

- angs, and to letters of reference marked there-
- on, which form a part of this specification.

. This invention relates to that class of de-

- vices usunally called “mail-bag fasteners,” the

. object being to provide a speedy and efficient

- . - means of securing the mouths of that class of

<. bags or sacks employed in the transportation

- .vof newspapers, -books, and similar matters

. through the mails. It may also beso modi-

- died 13.8 to be applied to letter-pouches, if de-

- The invention consists in the peculiar con-

. struetion of a spring-lock, which is applied
. upon the cord or strap by which the mouth of
« the bag is closed and secured, as will be here-

-~ Inafter fully described, and then specitically
- pointed out in the claim. S

- In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspeective
- view of the fastening applied to a-cord which
-« 1s adapted to encircle the mouth of a bag.
- Fig. 2 1s a longitudinal vertical section of the
- fastening, showing one-half of it complete.

- I'ig. 3 is a transverse section on theline o 2

of Kig. 2, showing th

, oscillating. pawls side

- by side within the case. .

- In constructing this device a metallic case,
- A, composed of the two parts e «’, is em-
<. ployed for the purpose of covering and retain--
~» . Ing in position the two serrated pawls. b b.
. The parts of this case A are united to each
other by rivets or serews, as shown in the

drawing, and are of the oblong form shown,

~or-of any other which is found suitable to
furnish a proper support to the pawls and
-~ other operatin ' |

her ting parts of the deviee.
- The case is formed with openings ¢ ¢ at

.. opposite ends, through which the cord or
- strap used in securing the mail-bag passes, and
~'an additional rectangular orifice, d, through

TN

jeet. These pawls oscillate upon a rivet or

screw, ¢, which passes through them and
through both sides of the case, and may be
made to assist in retaining the. parts a and
«’ In their position with relation to each other.
The inner edges of the pawls are serrated, as
shown at &, 50 as to give them a firm hold
upon the cord or strap used in securing the
bag. A spring, k, is placed in the rear of
each pawl, one end of which rests in the cir-
cular recess 4 in the pawl, and the other, after
passing around the screw or rivet o, bears
upon the side of the case. The action of
these springs upon the pawls causes the ser-
ated projections A~ to bear firmly upon the
cord or strap, pressing and holding it firmly
against the side of the case when not re-
strained by the thumb-pieces. The advan-
tage gained by the use of double pawls and
springs consists in the fact that either cord
may be retained in position or released, as
desired. - |
The operation of the device is as follows:
The two ends or a bight of the cord having

Dbeen passed through the fastening from e to

¢’y the pressure of the springs wupon the
pawls will cause their serrated portions to
bight the cord and prevent its retraction, al-
though they in no way stop it from passing
still farther through in the direction from e
to ¢'.

It will, therefore, be apparent that when it
18 desired to secure the mouth of a bag pro-
vided with my invention, it is only necessary
to slide the fastener as far as it will go upon
the cord, and the work is done. .

When the bag is to be opened, pressure up-
on the thumb-pieces ¢ will partially rotate the
pawls, causing their serrated portion to re-
lease the cords, so that the fastener may Dle
drawn back and the bag opened. |

When the fastener is to be applied to let-
ter-pouches the thumb-pieces may be left off,
and their function performed by a suitable
key passed through an orifice in the side of
the case, thus causing the device to form an
efficient lock. ._

Having thus described my invention, I clain

as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat

~ Wwhich the thumb-pieces ¢ of the pawls pro- | ent, the following :




2 206,169

A device for fastening mail-bags consisting | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
of the case A, made in two parts, having end | my own invention I affix my signature in pres-
openings for the cords and side opening for | ence of two witnesses.

the pawl-levers, in combination with the ser- GEO. 1I. FAYMAN.
rated pawls and the springs, substantially Witnesses:
as and for the purpose lherein shown and de- J. H. PARISH, y

scribed. | J. M. DUFOUI:.
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