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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, THoMAS H. SHAHAN, of
Boston, in the conunty of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Candlesticks ,0f which
the following is a speeification

_This invention relates to candlesticks adapt-
ed for the auntomatic feed of the candle to the
burning end of the candle-stick as the candle
from time to time is consumed.

The invention in main consists in the con-
struction of the stick and of the spring or feed
device to the candle for a compression of the
spring independent of the insertion of the ean-
dle, and in such manner that the compression
of the spring can be held while the candle is
being inserted and adjusted in its proper po-
sition in the candlestick.

Also, in combination with the above, the in- |
vention consists in the construction of the
stick and spring for the two to be interlocked |
when the spring is compressed to hold the
Spring against action except when such inter- |
lock is released.

In the accompanying plate of drawings, Tig-
ure 1 is substantially a view in elevation of m y
improved candlestick; Fig. 2, acentral vertical
section in detail at the burning end of the can-
dlestick; Tigs.3 and 4, cross-sections on lines
v x and y y, respectively, of Fig. 1; Fig. 5, a
plan view; Tig. 6, an elevation in detail ; Figs.
7y 8, 9,10, 11, 12, and 13, views illustrative of |
modifications in construction of the candle-
stick shown in the preceding fi gures, which
Wwill be hereinafter fully explained. - |

In the drawings, A represents a skeleton
casing, made of parallel wires a, at each end se-
cured to parallel head-plates b and b% to the
lower one, b% of which is secured one end, e,
of a spiral spring, B, which lies within the cas.
ing, and when not compressed substantially
fills the casing from end to end. The end 2
of the spring B carries a head, d, and a hori-
zontal cross-bar, £, which passes between two
diametrical open Spaces, g, of the skeleton

~ frame A to the outside thereof, where it ter- |
- minates in a handle, C, shown as a sleeve
which loosely surrounds the outside of the
skeleton frame, except in Figs. 11,12, and 13,
wherein it is shown as a thumb-piece; & 72,
two shoulders on the skeleton frame A, and

thercon so located that the projecting ends of
the cross-bar f to the spring B can be set un-
der them when such cross-bar is brought be-
low and then turned under them, whereby the
spring can be interlocked with the skeleton
frame, which obviously prevents its movement
in the casing A in a direction against such
shoulders % 72,

The shoulder construction of the casing A
and the construction of the spring B to be in-
terlocked therewith obviously, under a proper
location of the shoulders 7 72 relative to the
length of the casing A, enables the spring B
when compressed to be held against reaction.

The compression of the Spring is secured by
sliding the sleeve C down the outside of the
casing A, and the spring is held under sucl
compression by setting its Cross-plece f un-
der the shoulders 7 A2 of the casing A, which
shoulders are suitably located therefor.

With the spring B thus compressed and held
the candle D is placed in the casin g A through
thecentral opening Finthe head b,and brought
to rest on the spring B, after which the lid-
plate [, pivoted to the top of the head-plate ,
1s swung over the opening F of such head-plate
b, and its central opening m is brought over
the top of the candle D. The tip end of the
candle D rests against the under side, and its
wick is exposed at the opening m of the lid !
and in this position the candle is held while
being burned under the pressure of the sSpring
B when released from its interlock with the
casing A,

The closing swing of the 1id [ over the head-
plate is limited by the abutment of its rim or
flangen againstthe edge of the head-plated, and
1t is held against the upward pressure of the
candle not only by being pivoted, as described,
but also by the piece o of the lid, which pro-
Jects under the head-plate ).

The construction of the candlestick shown
in Iigs. 7, 8, 9, and 10 is substantially similar
to that particularly above described and shown
in the preceding figures as to the compression
of the spring and the locking of it against re-
action, and differs therefrom in the adaptation
of the casing A for the insertion of the candle
D at one of its sides by constructing it with
an opening, p, of suitable size therefor; also,
in an extended sleeve, C, of suitable length fo



~ rise from the consumption of the candle, and-
to lold the spring from bulzing or projecting.

~ swinginglid 7; but the construction of candle-
~ stick particularly described is most preferable.

- described 18 to be suitably cased—as, for m-

~ permitsthe connecting part between the spring
B and sleeve (' to move along the length ot

~of the tube composing the: candlestick, said

~ shank being intended to be grasped by the §
hand for drawing down or depressing the |
- and 1s |
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cover said opening p as the spring and candle |
through it, and also ‘in dispensing with the

It isintended that either candlestick herein

stance, as shown in Iig. 1; but obvious! y such
a casing is not essential either to the operation.
or use of the candlestick herein deseribed.
"The sleeve € makes a handle to the spring
- B,and asit is attached to the spring relatively
“to the candle ease or holder A, as described—
that is, so as to be without the casing—and
as the casing is formed as described, which

 the eandlestick, obviously the spring. can e
first compressed of itselt and jndependently

~ ofthe insertion of the candle. and then the can-

 dle inserted.

I am aware that a candlestiek has been
provided with a sprin o impelled  plunger hav
ing a shank projeeting through the lower end

plunger; but such is not my invention,
hereby disclaimed. : - -
~ Having thus deseribed my invention, what

1 celaim, and desire to seenre by Letters Pat- |

4, Thé .

T
' flange n, and under-projecting lip o, 1n combi-
| nation with a andlestick having a spiral or
substantially as de-
{ seribed, for the purpose specified. N

ent, is— | |

. O The ;C()ll‘lhillatiOH,- Withthe :framegor cas-
ing A and spiral or other suitable spring oi a
candlestick, of a sleeve connected with the
upper end of said spring, and arranged toshide
on the exterior of the frame or casing, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

"o, In acandlestick, the combination andar-

‘rangement of a spiral or other suitable spring
for being compressed and secured against re-

action, substantially as and for the purpose
desecribed. | . | _ g

3. The swinging lid 1, having opening m, in .

combination with the candlestick-casing A,

having a spiral or other suitable spring, I3, sub-
stantially as desceribed, for the purpose spect-

fied. .
swinging lid 7, having opening » and

flange 2, in combination with a candlestick

having a spiral or other suitable spring, I3,

substantially as deseribed, for the purpose
specified. - . .

The swinging lid I, having opening m,

[

other suitable spring, I,
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