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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JorN HrLL, of Colum-
bus, 1n. the county of Muscegee and State of
(xeorﬂ'n have invented a new and Improved
Letter- GOpymﬂ' Press; and I do hereby de- |
clare that the fo]lomug is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being |
had to the accompanying dmwing, forming

Ifigure 1 is a side view; Ifig. 2, a horizontal |
Seetlon through line x 2 of Fig. 1, 100L111ﬂ down
upon the pl eten

The object of my invention is to furnish a g
convenient means for securing privacy for let-
ter-copying books against meddlers, as well as ‘
security for the same against loss by abstrac- |
tiomn.

The invention consists in the combination,
with the platen of a screw-press and the stem
swiveling therein, of locking devices adapted
to prevent freedom of motion between said
stem and platen, and thus hold the platen
clamped upon the letter-book to secure the lat-
fer.

Many modified forms of my invention may
be employed; but that which I prefer is a sim-
ple lock located upon the platen, and having
1ts bolt adapted to be projected into or out
from engagement with a notched disk made
rigid and fast on the lower swiveling end of
the compressing-screw, the said notches form-
Ing seats or recesses to receive the bolt of the

lock, and whereby the screw may be locked |

rigidly to the platen and the latter made in-
capable of receding from its tight adjustment.

In the drawing, A represents the base-plate
or bed of the press, to which, upon opposite

sides, 1s attached the arched bar B by means |

of bolts. Said arched bar is provided in its
enlarged middle portion with a vertical female
screw, through which passes the compressing-
screw C. Said compressing-screw is provided

at its top with horizontal lever-arms, a hand-
wheel, or other means for turning the same,
and at its lJower end is connected by means of
a swivel to the platen D. Said platen isthus
geared to move up or down from the revolu-
tion of the compressing-screw, to compress a
book or other object placed between the same
and the bed of the press, the said platen being
kept from turning by means of lngs or exten

sions @ upon its opposite ends, which enter
and move up and down iIn guide-grooves i

the standards of the arched bar.

As so far described the press does not differ
from those in ecommon use.

In applying my invention I attach rigidly
to the compressing-scerew, at a point just above
its swiveling connection with the platen, a
disk, K, having a notched periphery, and upon
the platen I locate fixedly a lock, I, whose
bolt 1s adapted to enter any of the notches of
the disk which may be in line therewith to
firmly lock the screw and platen together, so
that, as the platen cannot turn by reason of its
guide-lugs, the screw is likewise prevented
from turning, and the platen thus locked 1s
rendered incapable of receding from its tight-
ened hold upon the book.

In selecting a form of lock for this purpose
I prefer that shown, in which the bolt may be
operated, through a knob, b, by hand, tolock
the disk, but can only be withdrawn to unlock
the parts by means of a key.

It is obvious that in practicing my invention
various modifications of the same may be em-
ployed, as, instead of having the lock attached

' to the platen and bolted into a device upon

the serew, as shown, it may be affixed to the
screw and bolted into the platen.

- The means for attaining the useful ends of
my invention, it will be seen, are simple and
inexpensive, and, requiring no adaptation on
the part of the press, may be applied to those
already in use without injury or expenen e al-
teration.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new is—

1. The combination, in a letter-press, with a
non-rotating platen and the screw-stemn swivel-
ing therein, of locking devices, substantially
as described, adapted to prevent freedom ot
motion between the sane, tor the purpose set
forth.

2. In a screw letter-press, the combination
of a notched disk fixed upon the screw and a
movable locking-bolt secured to the platen,
substantially as deseribed.

JOHN HILL.

Witnesses:

T. P. BURNETT,
HENRY BRUCE,
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