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To all ichom it may concern :

Be it known that we, CHARLES J. FURST
and CHARLES RUDOLPH, both of Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
mnade certain new and useful Improvements
in the Construection of Store-Fronts, as fully
set forth in the following specification :

The nature of our invention relates to the
construction of such store-fronts as have
large show-windows; and our object is to pre-
vent breakage of the large plate glasses by an
unequal settling of the building foundation.

Our invention consists in suspending the
sill-plates from the lintel, instead of support-
ing the same by piers or iron posts from the
foundation.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
front view of the store-front. Fig.2isa cross-
section of the same; and TFigs. 3 and 4 are
enlarged sectional end and front elevations,
showing the connection of the suspension-rod
ends with the lintel and sill-plate.

A is the lintel, composed of two or more
iron girders laterally braced together by a se-
ries of bolts in the usual manner, and resting
upon the piers B B. c¢is a cast-iron block,
shaped so that it will fill the lower portion of
thespace between the girders, and resting upon
the lower flanges of the same. These blocks
¢ have each a hole cored through its center,
for admitting the upper rounded and screw-
threaded end of one of the suspension-rods D,
which is secured therein by a nut, d. These
suspension-rods are shown in the drawing of
X-shaped iron, to which shape, however, we
do not wish to be confined, since any other
may answer as well.

1o the lower ends of the suspension-rods D
1s secured the outward end of the sill-plate E
by either a key passed through a slot in the
flattened end of the suspension-rods, as shown

| in the drawings, or Ly screw-bolts. The in-
ward end of the sill-plate E is secured to the
| joist F in the usual manner. The spaces be-
tween the piers B and the suspension-rods ID
are to be occupied by the show-windows,
which are generally constructed with very
large and expensive glass plates, and hereto-
fore when columns were used instead of the
suspension -rods, which columns were sup-
ported tfrom the foundation by piers or iron
posts, the least difference between the set-
tling of the foundations for the main piers B
and the piers or posts which supported the
sill-plates would naturally strain or break
these glass plates, which, with our arrange-
ment, 18 entirely obviated.

Besides the above stated advantages the
cost of constraction as compared with the old
device is to our favor.

The lintel A may be constructed of any
suitable material.
| We are aware that store-shelves have been
supported from a carrying - girder by sus-
pended rods,since such construction is shown
in the patent granted August 3, 1875, to H.
T. Bestor.

What we claim as our invention is—

The method of constructing store-fronts,
consisting in supporting the door and window
frames by suspension from the lintel A in-
stead of directly from the foundation, where-
by the unequal settling of the foundation will
not strain such frames, substantially as de-
seribed.

(CHAS. J. FURST.
CHARLES RUDOLDIL.

Witnesses:
W H. Lorz,
Eyin H. FrovMMANN.
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