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. To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HIrAM B. SCUTT, of |

Joliet, in the county of Will and State of 11Ii-
nois, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Barbs for Wire Fences, of |

which improvements the following, in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, is a
specification,

FKigure 1 of the drawings is a side view of
a wire provided with barbs embodying my
invention; Fig. 2, a section in the plane of
the line x x ; Fig. 3, a like representation in
the plane of the line ' #/; Fig. 4, a top or
plan view of several barb-blanks, indicating
the cuts made in the metallic strips or bars
from which the blanks are struck; and Fig. 5
shows a barb applied to a twisted wire.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts.

In the drawings, A A represent metallic
barbs embodying my invention, and applied
to a wire such as is usually employed in the
construction of barbed-wire fences, the rails of
which consist of single strands. I cut these
barbs from comparatively thin strips of sheet
metal, equal in width to the greatest width of
- the blanks.

Two edges or portions, & a, of each blank
are parallel to each other, and coincide or
are 1dentical with the longitudinal edges of
the strips from which the .blanks are cut, as
indicated in Fig. 4. These edges a@ « are the
outer edges of points or prongs &’ o/, and the
interior edges a’ o'/ of these prongs diverge
trom each other and meet the outer edges a «
at a considerable distance from the central
part of the blank, thus forming sharp points
on the ends of the prongs, included or formed
by the edges ¢ and &/, The edges ¢ and a'
terminate near the central part of the blank,
but do not there meet each other, as shown in
Fig.4. All the material between the edges '’
is cut away, thus leaving a widening space
between these lines, and producing the cross
line or edge ¢.

B is a tongue formed by means of the par-
allel cuts ¢’ ¢/, extending toward, but not
meeting, the line or edge e. From the outer
corners of the tongue B cuts ¢ ¢ extend to
~the longitudinal edges of the strip from which
the blanks are cut. These cuts also extend
toward the prongs «’ a/, and diverge from each

| other to an extent which makes them parallel
to the edges a” a'’. The cuts ¢ ¢ are par-
allel to the outer or longitudinal edges of the
blank-strip, as well as to each other.

It will be perceived that the blanks may
thus be cut without any waste of material, and
that each blank will be in all respeets like
any other thus produced from the same strip,
thus utilizing all the material, and the parts
thereof heretofore wasted are employed to re-
tain the barbs in their places upon the wires,
8o that the prongs need not be bent for that
purpose. . |

In order to apply the blank to a wire for the
purpose set forth, I bend the tongue around
the wire, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, and
also bend the prongs so that they will extend
in opposite directions, as shown. The barbs
are thus very firmly attached to the wires,

‘and lateral as well as longitudinal movement

1s thus prevented.

The prongs are also bent with facility, for

the reason that they are bent in the direction
of their faces. -

The tongues should extend entirely around
the wire, and terminate between or a little
‘beyond the bases of the prongs toward which
the tongue is bent.
- 1 am aware that, with the exception of the
tongue B, barbs somewhat like those herein
described have been heretofore made; but
they have been applied to the wire by bend-
Ing the prongs edgewise toward each other, so
as to inclose the wire, and the part forming
my tongue B has been wasted. I donot there-
tore here intend to claim such; but, |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The four-pronged and tongued barb A, one

pair of prongs being formed on the same end

by means of the parallel edges a @ and the
diverging cuts a” o/, and the other pair by
| means of cuts ¢ ¢, parallel to the cuts o/ a”,
and by means of the cuts ¢’ ¢/, the latter also
forming the tongue B, substantially as and for
the purposes specified.
' -~ HIRAM B. SCUTT.

Witnesses:
F. F. WARNER,
CHAS. H. ScHOFF.
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