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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALFRED B. SMITH, OF BYRON, ILLINOIS.

IMPROVEMENT _I N FENCE-POSTS.

[ A

Specification forming part ef Lettere Patent No. 204.771, dated June 11, 1878 application filed
September 22, 1876.
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To all whom it may concern : | | of the part B, and by which, in connection
Be it known that I, ALFRED B. SMITH, of | with a wide bese, the lateral d1splacement of
Byron, in the county of Ogle and State of [11i- | the post is prevented.
noils, hzwe Invented a new and useful Improve- The line C represents the surface of the
ment in Fence-Posts ; and I dohereby declare | earth; D, the central vertical wire, and D
that the following is a full and exact descrip- | the Ionﬂrtudrnal wires.
tion of the same, “reference bein g had to the | 'The upper longitudinal wire lies Wlthm the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of | recess formed by the crossing of the upper -
reference marked thereon. ends of the legs A, near the point where the
Figure 1 shows the post in position an- | same are welded together. At this same
chored beneath the surface of the ground, | point the vertical wire is secured to both the
and the manner of securing the wires to the | post and the upper longltudmztl wire, and by
same. Iig. 2is amodification of Fig. 1, show- | means of which the swaying of the. post 18
Ing the upwardly-bent portion - of the base. prevented, for it will be observed that these
Kig. 3 shows the post seen in Fig. 1 set in the longitudmel wires are drawn taut and secured

earth and anchored in place with stones. to the corner or stretching post (designated E-
The object of the invention is to provide a | in the drawings.)
metallic fence-post adapted for usein the con- These stretch - posts may be of wood or

struction of wire fences, simple in its parts, | metal, placed a long distance apart from each
and easily made by an ordma,ry mechanie, and other while the intervening or wire-support-
combining durability and firmness by having | ing posts are made. as hereinbefore deseribed,
the post and the wires of the fence each sup- | and the subject of this invention. |
port the other; and it consists of a round or The vertical central wire may, if desired,
other form of metelllc rod, made In an isos- | be enlarged at the lower end, Where the same
celes - triangular shape, Wlth or without the | is beneath the ground surfaee so as to retard
central eye rising from the base, preferably | the early corrosion of the part buried in the
made from one piece of metal, having the ends | earth; or a cross-rod may be secured to the
crossed and welded together at the top, and | triangular legs at a point above the ground,
*the same secured to the upper longltudmal and to which the said vertical wire may, at
wire or wires, for the purpose of mutual sup- | its lower extremity, be secured as will be
port. It 1s further provided with a central | readily understood.
vertical rod or wire, which is secured by one | The operation and manner of setting the
of its ends to the tOp of the post, and by the | post and securing the wires to the same will
other end to the cross-bar or ba,se beneath the | also be readily understood without further de-
surface of the ground, or to the eye of the | scription.
central raised portion, which rises above the This construction of post is more especially
oround. This central vertlcel wire is wrapped | adapted for use upon prairie land, where
about or otherwise firmly united to the longi- | large tracts or fields can be eheaply and -
tudinal wires of the fence, which keep the | quickly inclosed by a durable fence, and, by
said wires in their true position, both verti- | using the ordinary barbed wire for the longl
cally and laterally, all of which will be here- | tudinal portions, crops c¢an be secured from
inafter described. all depredatlons of the larger class of ani-
In the drawings, A. represents the longer mals, or the said animals can be easily re-
_legs of the trlangle B, the cross-bar or the t&med within the said 1nelesure as may be de-
shorter portion of the said triangle, which | sired. -
may be raised in the ecenter, as shown and | Having now described my mventlon, what
by use of which the central rod D may be en- | I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
tirely above ground. B’ are the anchors of | ters Patent, S—
stone or other material placed upon the top | 1, The isosceles - - triangular - shaped metal
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fence-post, made from a single rod, the top | central rod D, for securing purposes, substan-
ends crossed, forming a recess for holding the | tially as shown and described. -
upper longitudinal wire, the bottom secured This specification signed and witnessed this
in the earth, as described, in combination | 13th day of September, 1376.

with the longitudinal wires of the fence, sub- . .
stantially as shown and set forth. ’ | ALFRED B. SMITH.
9. In combination with the isosceles-trian- | Witnesses:

oular - shaped post, crossed at the top, as . W. FORD,
shown, the longitudinal wires D’and metallic I E. A. HALE.
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