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To all whom it may concern :
- Be it known that I, CHARLES P. Housuwm,

of Decatur, in the county of Macon and State

ot Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Devices for Holding and
Driving Barbs into Fences; and that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, in which—

Figure 1 represents the barb-holder in side

view and partly in section. Fig. 2represents
the same in connection with a fence-rail and

barbs. | | |
My invention relates to devices for holding

barbs while being driven into wooden fences |

or fence-rails. .

My invention consists in a metallic holder
having a projection or head at one end per-
forated through to receive barbs made of wire,
pointed or beveled at each end and bent in
the middle, where a rest or shoulder is thus
formed, upon which the holder bears while in
use.

My invention consists, also, in combining
with a barb-holder perforated for the recep-
tion of barbs a spring-clamp having a pointed
or beveled end to bear against the side of a
barb and retain it in the perforated holder be-
tore it is driven in position, and thus leave
~one hand of the operator free to use 2 hammer

upon the head of the holder and drive the barb
in a fence.

_In the drawings, D represents the handle of
the holder, formed of metal, with a raised por-
tion or head, d, near its extremity. The head
d has a perforation extending through its cen-
ter, as shown at d', to receive about one-half
of a wire barb, a, having a diameter a little
smaller than the perforation d!, and similar
in form to those shown on the fence-rail A
in Fig. 2—viz., pointed or having a beveled
point, b, at each end, and bent in the mid-
dle or adjacent to it, as shown at ¢, to form a
projection or shoulder upon which the under
side of the head bears while driving the barb.
For this purpose the head d of the holder is
struck with a hammer or mallet until the barb
1s driven in the wood to the desired depth.

Upon one side of the head d there is a pro-
Jection, d?, into which a hole, @, has been
drilled to receive a clamp, B, having a pointed
or beveled end, ¢, that is forced into the per-
foration d'or against a barb that may be placed
in it by a spring, f, encircling the rear portion
of the clamp E, the spring pressing at one end
upon a shoulder formed in the rear of the point
' ¢, and at the other upon a washer, ¢, riveted
in at the entrance of the hole d3. I find that
this mode of keeping the spring-clamp in POSsi-
tion by means of a riveted washer or stopper
18 more simple and lasting than a screw tapped
into the opening @3, although this latter mode
| may be used if preferred. As the perforation
d' extends through the head, the barbs can be
inserted in either end and retained there by
| the spring-clamp, thus leaving one hand of the
operator free to strike the head of the holder
with a mallet upon the opposite end to force
the barbs into the boards. o

In place of forcing the barb and holder down
| with a hammer, one end of the latter may be
hinged to a clamping device embracing the
fence-rail,and the other end and barb be forced
down by pressing upon the handle.

Having now fully described my invention, I
claim— S
| 1. A metallic holder for fencerail barbs
' having a perforated projection or head at one
end through which to receive barbs made of
wire pointed or beveled at each end and bent
in the middle, where a rest or shoulder is thus
formed, upon which the holder bears while
driving barbs into rails, substantially in the
| manner shown and described.
| 2. In comnbination with a barb-holder per-
forated for the reception of barbs, a spring-
clamp having a pointed or beveled end to bear
against the side of a barb and retain it in the
perforated holder before it is driven in posi-
tion, substantially as described.
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