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' To all whom it may concern :

The link is held down by the holding or brid ge

Be it known that I, CHARLES GIFFORD, of | plate f, so that the projection remains within

Gardiner, county of Kennebec State of Mmue,
have invented an Improvement in Car-Coup-
lings, of which the followmg is a specifica-
tion:

This invention relates to car-couplings, and
is an improvement on that class of .couplings
represented in United States Letters Patent
No. 19,925,

Theinvention consistsin providing the coup-
ling-link with a projection to enfer a guide in
the draw-head, whereby the link is guided as
it is moved and is kept from tipping laterally;
also,in the combination, with the guided hnk
: of a holdmg or bridge plate attached to the
- draw-head to retain the projection of the link
' - down into its guide-groove. The draw-head

and link are adapted to couple with a like-
~ shaped draw-head, or with any draw-head

_,_, using a coupling-pin, and it may therefore be
i ‘used with any of the usual forms of draw-
~ heads.

Figure 1 represents, in longitudinal section,
in full lines, 2 draw- head provided with my
1mpr0vements the dotted lines showing the
counterpart, supposed to be upon another car;
Fig. 2 a t0p view, and I1g. 3 a cross-section,
on the line z x, Kig. 1.

The draw- head « has at its face the usual

opening 2 to receive the common coupling-

link, it being held by the coupling- pin 3. The
upper portion of the draw-head is provided
with a recess, b, to receive the coupling-link
g, said recess having in front of it a draw-post,
¢, over which a coupling-link, like g, of another

the groove d as the link is turned up and
down, thereby guiding the link in the proper
| direction, and insuring that it moves in the
proper path to unerringly fall over the draw-
' post ¢, with which 1t i1s to connect.

The plate f is secured to an angular seat
upon the draw-head by screws ¢’ ¢, and pro-
jects forward through the link g. The plate f
is so shaped (see Fig. 2) that the link g, as it
is elevated, bears upon the sides of and is
guided by the plate, and is by it held in ver-
tical position. The striking together of .the
draw-heads causes the link to fall forward to
' engage a draw-post of an opposed draw-head.

- When a draw-head like @ is by a link con-
nected with a draw-head unprovided with a
draw-post, then the link g is permitted to drop,
as shown in dotted lines, Fig. 1.
| What 1 claim 18~

1. The coupling-link provided with the pro-
jection, in combination with the draw-head
provided with the gmiding-groove to receive
said projection, substantially as and for the
I purpose described.

. The draw-head and coupling-link, com-

bmed with the holding -plate f, plQ]GCth
through the link to hold it down in the recess

| b, and to steady the link in its vertical posi-

tmn, substantially as and for the purpObe de-

seribed. .
In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

CHAS. GIFFORD.

Y. draw head, may catch, as shown in dotted |

’ lines, Fig. 1. The couphng link ¢ has at one Witnesses _

f of its ends a projection, ¢, which enters a guid- G. W. GREGORY,
ing-groove, d, (see F1g 3,) in the draw-head. | L. A. BAXTER.
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