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- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

~ WILLIAM G. SMOOT, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

| ]MPROVEM ENT' I'N" BAG JTAGS AND FASTENERS.

. Speclﬁcatlon formmn' part of Letters Patent No. 203 381, d‘Lted M‘Ly 7, 18’”8 appllcatlon ﬁled
| : April 18, 1878. - | L

To all whom it MAY CONCETN :

Be it known that I, WirLLiAM G. S'VIOOT of
Washington,in the county of Washington and
Dlstrlct of Oolumbn have invented certain
new and useful Improvementb in' Combined
Mail-Bag Tags and Fasteners; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, &nd
exact description thereof which will enable
others skilled in the art to Whmh 1t appertains

 to make and use the same, reference being had

to the accompanying dm'ﬁ ings, which. form 2
part of this specification. |
My invention relates to taﬂ‘s for markmo or
indicating the destination of mail b&gs or
pouches, and also to fasteners for the same,
having for its object to make one apparatus .
or dewce answer both purposes.
It consists, therefore, in a combined tag and
fastener, for mmkmw and fastening maal bags
or pou(,hes, substantmlly as hereinafter more
- fully deseribed.
- In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top view of
my combined tag and fastener, with its cord
- or strap attached Fig. 2 is a similar view,
showing the tag-box open for the removal, re-
~ versal, or insertion of a label. Fig. 3 is a 51de
elevatmn Ifig. 4 is a bottom view. Fig. 5 is
a perspective view of the under side of the
tag-box cover, showing its cam or fmstenel
and Figs. 6,7, and 8 are cross-sections taken
- on lines x m y ¥y, and 2 2z, Fig. 1, respectively.
- Similar 1etters of reference mdmate COTTe-
sponding parts in all the figures.
- Aisabox,castor st&mped in one plece with
- an arm or plate A’, which is provided with a

~ shallow rectano*ulal depression or recess, o/,

in its upper 81de or face, for the insertion of a
paper or pasteboard label B. b1is a hole or
depression to receive the iastenm o pin or lug
¢ on the pivoted cover. C; and in ordel to en-
able this cover to slide over and upon plate

. - A'ln closing without its projecting pin or lug

~ catching abamst the - square Slfles thereof

‘these are notched, as shown at ' o', Fig. 2, t0
form sloping guldes, one on each sn:le to re-

~ ceive pin ¢ and carry it up on the smooth face

-~ of the plate, where it travels until it reaches

the central depressmn or perforation b made to
recelve it, by which the coveris locked securely
~ in place. To facilitate the removal, reversal,
or 1nselt10n into the recess a’ of the label B

&

| the shallow box or recess al is prowded Wlth

a cut or noteh, d, on one side, into which the
thumb-nail ma,y be inserted, so as to e&sﬂy re-
move or reverse the label.

Box A has four perforations, a ae & two at
| each end, through which the ends of the fast-
ening cord or strap D areinserted. The cover
C has a rectangular slot, f, on. each of the
long sides of swhich 18 a rmsed flange or guard,
g g. 1 preferred, this flange or guard may be
made to surround the opening f on all sides;
but this is not necessary. This guard serves

“the double purpose of protecting the label B

and stiffening the cover U, 8o that this will not

| easily bend 01 break in opemng or closing the

box.

Upon the under side of cover C is a plojeot
ing pin, 2, made with two shoulders, set oppo-
site to each other, so as to form a cam, K.
Pin %, below this cam 18 1nserted into a per—
foration i 1n the bottom of box A, and its head
enlarged, as shown at », to plevent its with-
drawal and keep the parts A A7and C securely |
| pivoted together. .

From the foregoing deserlptlon taken in
connection with the dra;wmn* the operﬂtlon of
my invention will be readﬂy understood.
When the cover O is open, as represented in
Fig. 2, the fastening-cord D may readily be
ad] usted around the neck of the bag or pouch,

-as the cam E does not, when the cover is in

this position, bind the cmd against the sides
of the box, thlough which its two ends pass
parallel to each other., At the same time,
when the cover is in this position the label B
may be readily removed, if desired, and an-
other substituted for it; or, by prmtmg the
pasteboard slips B w1th directions on both
sides, it may simply be reversed. Ior example,
a pouch which 1s used i1n the through service
between Washington, District of Columbia,
and Boston, Massachusetts, 18 provided with
one of my combined tags and fasteners, into .
which 1s inserted alabel I having ¢ Washington,
D. C.,” printed on one mde and ¢ DBoston,
Mass. ,” on the other. After the pouch has
been filled in Washington with through mail
matter for Boston, the “cord D is &djustecl and
fastened, as described, and at the same time
‘this clouble label 1s ,50 placed that the words
‘““ Boston, Mass.,” shall be uppermost. On its
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arrival at the Boston post-office it is emptied
of its contents, and filled with through mail
matter destined for Washington. The cord i1s
again adjusted by opening the box, and 1n so
doing the label 1s reversed, so as to read
““Washington, D. C.’
1t will thus be seen that all that 1t 18 neces-
sary to change by the use of my combined
tag and fastener is simply the paper or paste-
board label-slip, and mnot the tag; and also
that the tag, being in itself a fastener, requires
no fastening-hook or other device to attach it
to the pouch or bag, as is the case with the
wooden tags now used in the mail service of
the United States. - In closing cover C, to
fasten or secure the cord, the ends of cam L
will bear against the cord with round shoulders,
binding its two ends firmly against the sides
- of the box, through which they are inserted,
without cutting or injuring the cord in the
least. |

Having thus described my invention, 1 ¢laim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

A combined bag tag and fastener, consist-
ing, essentially, of the box A A/, having re-
cess a for the insertion of a label-slip and per-

forations a a e e for the cord to pass through,

in combination with the pivoted cover C, hav-
ing slot or opening f, and cam L, substantially
as and for the purpose herein shown and de-
scribed.

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM G. SMOOT. .

Witnesses:
J. M. DUFOUR,
J. H. PARISH.,
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