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To all whom it may concern. :

_ Be it known that I, JAMES E. REEVES, of
St. Joseph, in the county of Buchanan and
State of Missouri, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Holdbacks for Har-
ness; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
Ing is a full, clear, and exaect description of
the construction and operation of the same, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to the
letters and figures of reference marked there-
on.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a side view of my improved holdback for
harness. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sec-
tion thereof; and Fig. 3 is a sectional view of
an end of the holdback, showing one mode of
attaching the breast-strap. |

This invention has relation to improvements
in holdbacks for double harness. |

The nature of the invention consists in a
holdback composed of two V-shaped metallic
plates, connected together by suitable spaced
braces at their convex edges, and by round
bars inside of the said edges, and having at
each end a vibrating buckle for the attach-
ment of the breast-straps which connect the
sald holdback to the hames, whiclh holdback is
passed through the ring at the end of the
yoke, and receives the wear thereof, as will be
hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings, the letter A des-
1gnates my improved holdback, composed of
two V-shaped metallic plates, of suitable di-
mensions, held at a proper distance apart by
Cross-pars a, the ends of which extend through
the said plates, and are riveted or clinched
upon the outsides thereof. The plates d are
- additionally connected and braced by means
- of the flat bars ¢, riveted to the said plates
between the round bars e, lush with the con-

vex edges thereof, and by means of a 'V plate,
¢'yat the lower portion of the said plates d. As |

shown in Fig. 2, there is sufficient space be-
tween the bars « and e to afford passage to a
breast-strap of ordinary thickness. -
At each end of the holdback A isa buckle, B,
secured thereto by passing the ends of the
buckle-frame through eyes in the endsof plates
d, as shown in Iig. 1, or by other equivalent
means. At the bend ¢ of the holdback the
outer and upper surfaces of the plates d form
a regular continuous curve, so that when it is
passed through the ring on the end of the
yoke it will have a rocking bearing therein.
One end of the breast-straps Sis seeured to
the end bar a aforesaid. The other ends are
then carried through the rings of hames, and,
being brought back, secured to the buckles B;
or the breast-strap may be passed through the
holdback, between the bars @ and braces e, and
1ts ends passed through the hame-rin gs,brought
back, and secured each to abuckle. The first
mode 18 illustrated in Fig. 3, and the second
in Fig. 2. It will be plain, after an examina-
tion of the drawings, that no portion of the
breast-strap is in contact with the yoke-ring,
and that consequently it is not liable to be
worn out thereby. |

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is—

1. The V-shaped metallic holdback, having
the end buckles B and the bars a, adapted for
use, substantially as specified.

2. The V-shaped metallic holdback A, con-
sisting of the spaced plates d, connected by
the spaced braces a e, and provided with the
end buckles B, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. | |

JAMES E. REEVES.

Witnesses:
R. W. MUSSER,
GEro. C. PouLToON.
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