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IMPROVEMENT IN FIRE-ESCAPES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 202,562, dated April 16, 1878; application filed
| | July 21, 1877. - |

To all whom it may concern : _
Be it known that I, GAYLORD MARTIN, of

- the city of Milwaukee, in the county of Mil-

wankee and State of Wisconsin, have in-

. vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Fire-Escapes; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tlon thereof, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference beinghad tothe accompany-
ing drawing, and to the letters of reference

marked thereon, which form a part of this

specification. |
Figure 1 of the accompanying drawing rep-
resents a perspective view of my invention.
The object of my invention is to furnish a
light portable ladder or fire-escape, which may
be rolled up in such a compact and convenient

shape that it may be accommodated in all ordi-

nary apartments without inconvenience or
distiguring the same, and, if desired, may be
easily carried from place to place; which may
be readily and quickly managed, and descend-

~ ed without danger; and which may also be

constructed at such small expense that it ean
be atforded by private persons, as well as in
all places where the safety of the public re-
quires their use, all of which is more fully ex-
plained by reference to the accompanying
drawing, in which— - _ -

A A represent the wire cables which form
the sides of the ladder, and when used are
suspended from an upper window or door of a
building. D are thesteps of the laddz<r, They
are secured to the cable A at convenient dis-
tances apart, and are prevented from sliding
upward or downward upon them by the knots
C in the cable. The steps D are each con-
structed from one piece of metal, consisting in
step-rod D and bracketsE and F. Thebracket

I extends inward toward and rests against |

| the wall of the building, thus causing the lad-

der to hang a convenient distauce from the
wall of the building to which it is attaehed,
that persons descending it may have no diffi-
culty in placing their feet upon the steps of
the ladder. o |

The foot-rests or steps D and brackets E
are provided with holes through their ends for
the accommodation of the cable A, which is
first passed through one hole, when a half-
knot is tied, and then through the other hole,
leaving the knot C between the end of the
foot-rest D and the end of the bracket B,
which prevents the step from being slid either

upward or downward. G- is a roller, to which
‘the lower end of the ladder is attached and

upon which it is wound when not in use. H
H are flanges to theroller, which facilitate in
winding up the ladder and holding it upon
the roller.

When it is interided to use the ladder, the
roller, with the ladder coiled upon it,isdropped
from the window of the building, the upper
end being first securely attached thereto, when
the ladder is unrolled by its own gravity, and
extends itself toward the ground, when it is
ready to be descended. | |

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— o |

The combination of roller G, having flanges
H H, with cord A, having knots C, and steps
D, having brackets  and I¥, substantially as
set torth. | |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I affix my signature in presence of

two withesses. |
| GAYLORD MARTIN. |
Witnesses: |

K. SHAWVAN,
JAS. B. ERWIN.
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