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Lo all whom it may concern »

Be it known that I, RHODES Lockwoob, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Pessaries, of which the following is a
specification ; | |

This invention relates to an Improved pes-
Sdly as a new article of manufacture; and the
invention consists in a pessary composed of a
metallic spring-core, lapped, re-enforced by a
Strengthening-strip, and covered with vulean-
ized rubber soft enough to be easily bent or
collapsed when applying it, and soft enough
to yleld as a cushion and not distress the
wearer, - |

Kigure 1 represents one of my improved
pessaries in side elevation, a portion of the
voleanized soft-rubber covering being broken
away to show the manner of Joining the metal
core therein illustrated as a sprin g; and Fig.
2 18 a cross-section thereof. .

The pessary shown. in Fig. 1 has a metal
core composed of a strip of spring-steel, a, such
- as _commonly used for watch- springs. Its
ends_2 3 are lapped rpon a short piece of
spring steel or metal, b; the edges of the su-
perimposed ends 2 3 are notched, and about
the three thicknesses is placed a band, ¢, the
the latter entering the notches in the edges of
the strip a, and holding the ends firmly to-
gether. This strengthening-strip b prevents
the spring-strip @ from being bent sharply
about the ends of the band ¢, which would be
- apt, in most Instances, to cause the strip a to
be broken.

Over the
dia-rubber
Thisindia-rubberist
18 vulcanized as soft

hen subjected toheat, and
rubber.

spring @ is placed the body of in- |
d, pure gum being pretferably used. |

To produce a pessary which will expand
atterbeing collapsed, Tam obliged to employthe
best of watch-spring steel. Before attaching
the ends of the wateh-steel together, the tem-
per 18 drawn therefrom, so as to reduce the
tendency of the spring to break when bent
near -the band. The straightening-strip as-
sists greatly to prevent breakage of the spring-
core.

A pessary of hard rubber is very stiff and
liable to be broken, is uncomfortable to the
wearer, and cannot be readily fitted to any
patient.

A pessary covered with gutta-percha or un-
| vuleanized india-rubber quickly collects sedi-
ment, and emits an unpleasant odor, from
which the soft vulcanized cover is pertectly
free. | | | |
Lhis improved pessary may be bent or
folded in any way necessary to apply it, and

| 16 will then spring outward under the action of

1ts spring. This vuleanized soft-rubber cover-
ing, free from smell gained in use, and soft,
80 as to act as a cushion, and not inflame or
feel harsh against or chafe the parts, is a
matter of great importance.

I claim— | |

The spring a, lapped as described, and the
strengthening-strip and band, in combination
with the coating of vuleanized soft rubber, all
substantially as described. |

In testimony whereof I have sighed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

RHODES LOCKWOOD.

Witnesses:
FRED. W. STEVENS,

l

WM. F. HoL1LIs.
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