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To all whom it may concern: o |
Be it known that I, C. Bopp, of Jersey
City, in the county of Hudson and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and Im-
proved Self-Adjusting Track-Clearer; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of .the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
Ings, forming a part of this specification, in
which— | o
Figure 1is a side elevation of a.car pro-
vided with my track-clearing devices. Fig. 2
18 an end view of the same.
My invention relates to devices whereby
snow, dirt,ice, or other obstacle found upon rail-
way-tracks may be speedily and effectually re-
moved therefrom, and at the same time all
“liability of injury to the scraper or plow used

for that purpose be avoided, as hereinafter-

more fully set forth. o
In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents a railroad-track; W, the car-wheels, and
B a truck-frame. D represent lugs, one on
each side of the bottom of ‘the truck-frame,
having eyes or bearings for a rock-shaft, C,
freely turning in said bearings, and extending
across the truck-frame, there being such rock-
shatt at each end of the car. To the rock-
shaft C are attached, over each ftrack, the
shanks of the scrapers orplows P, by means
of eyes or loops in the upper ends of said

shanks, embracing or coiled around the rock-

shaft. . :

L represents a bolt passing immediately
into the truck-frame, or bent rectangularly,
and forming one piece with the lug D, and
‘having an eye or loop at its lower end for the

reception of one end of the spiral spring F, |

the opposite end of which is attached to the

scraper near its lower end. - -
By this construction the scraper, as the car
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| is drawn along, removes ice, snow, or other

obstacle on the track, the spiral spring at-
tached near the lower end of the seraper al-
lowing it to yield somewhast, yet holding it
from its point of application near the lower
end of the scraper directly to its work, and at
the same time allowing it to yield if some in-
surmountable obstacle should be inthe way—
tor example, a raised rail. o
I am aware that a shovel or plow having a
spring-shank attached to the truck of a car
to keep a scraper or plow down on the track
and allow it to yield has heretofore been em-
ployed, and I therefore lay no claim, broadly,

‘to such invention, which differs from my con-

struction in that such spring-shaft is deficient
in rigidity to keep the scraper down on the
track, and is liable to break, whereby a new
scraper would have to be substituted, whereas
in my construction the scraper-shank is com-
paratively rigid, and not liable to break, and
if the spiral spring should break or lose its
tension, another could readily be substituted
without requiring a new scraper or plow.
What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— o
The combination, with the truck-frame B,
provided with the lugs D, having eyes for the |
reception of the rock-shatt C, of the serapers

P, bolts E, having eyes at their lower ends, -

and spiral springs T, attached to the eyebolts
and near the lower ends of the serapers, sub-

| stantially as described, and for the purpose

set forth. o
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my name in presence of two subscribing wit- .

nesses. -

- CHRIST. BOPP.
‘Witnesses | -

. AUGUST HASSEY,

EDwD. F, HASSEY,
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